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"T war wonder is the effect of novelty upon ig- 
norance, is a trite but true obſervation. The im1- 
gination of man muſt be entertained; for Whick 
purpoſe the marvellous appears to be the beſt cal- 
culated. The human mind dwells with peculiar 
delight on the hiſtory of miracles, and the repre- 
ſentation of ſublime objects, the eye is never ſa- 
tisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear with hearing, 
There is a ſpirit of curioſity in man that muſt be 
ſatisfied. He cannot devote the whole of his days 
to diſmal- reflections; he would rather yield to 
deception than not be diverted from melancholy. 2 
Some of his leiſure hours muſt be wreſted from 
ſupinenels; and there.is a chaſm between labour 
and reſt, between intenſe ſtudy and ſolitary retire- 
ment, to be filled up with innocent ſports and 
A -  pleafant 
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11 INTRODUCTION. 


pleaſant paſtimes. The bow muſt not be always 
on the bent, and the mind muſt ſometimes be in- 
dulged with a flackneſs in order to recover its 
natural elaſticity, 


For this falutary purpoſe invention has been 
upon the ſtretch in all ages, and the ſuperſtitious 
curioſity ſo viſible in man has been amply gratified 
by the ſons of ſcience, Egypt, Greece, and Rome, 
in their greateſt glory, indulged their propenſity 
to play; the tribes of Iſrael, amidſt all their real 
miracles, imitated the ſurrounding nations. 
Magicians, witches, ſoothfayers, necromancers, 
and pſeudo prophets, then carried on their tricks 
and enchantments; and the Queen of Sheba travel. 


led to a far country—to puzzle the ſapient lane 
wich her riddles and hard queſtions. 


In the more modern ages of the world, or in the 


morn of pureſt light, or the days of diſmal dark. 
dess, ſuch pretenders to auguring and divination 


3 8 The Gothic ages ſwarmed with jug- 
lers and impoſtors. — Deſigning men poſſeſſed of 
'a litilè learning, and a ſuperficial knowledge of 
mite and the ſciences; impoſed on the cre. 
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dulous multitudes, then overwhelmed with the 
groſſeſt ignorance; wrought wonders at the tombs 
of ſaints by Hocus Pocus and Legerde main: pon- 


tiffs and kings connived and even gloried in the 


deception. A menarch of our own country im. 
poſed on his people a book of Sports, to be read 


in all churches on Sundays, long after the Re- 


formation. Nor has the revival of letters, and 


the reſtoration ot ſcience, to this day, been ade 


quate to the taſk ot baniſhing theſe Gothic amuſe- 
ments, 


, 


As now, in this land at leaſt, inipoſtors and 
jugglers are entirely detached from the church; 


tricks and deceptions being confined to a few who 


have turned their minds to the occult arts, we ſhal[ 


make no ſcruple to preſent the Public a complete 
ſy{t-m of the arcana of conjuration, in a Book of 
Knowledge tar ſuperior to any one beſore publiſhell 
and which will ſerve as a Key to unfold the curious 
deceptions in legerdemain, or {light of hand, and 
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* From Hoc eft corpus meum, This is my body; the 
words on which the Roman Charch grounds her doſtrine 
ol Tranlubſtantiation. 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


all the myſteries in the cabinet of curioſity.— In 
this reſpect our book will ſoon be found to ſuper- 
{ode all that have gone before, Like the rod of 
Aaron, it will eat up all the other wands of witches, 
augers, magicians, fortune=tellers, necromancers, 
end the whole tribe of conjurors. 


By a careſul acquaintance with the following 
tieatiſe, the reader will be enabled to develope the 
arts and methods uſed in deception by the lons of 
the occult ſcience, and not only be guarded againſt 
their tricks, but may alſo, by dint ol induſtry, be- 
come an adept himſelf in all the amuſements bere 
delineated, He thereby will be prepared'on many 
occaſions, to cke out an evening entertainment 
with his friends, and paſs many a pleaſant hour in 
harmleſs and ſcientific diveriic ns. 


We have not entirely confined ourſelves to what 
is emphatically called the My ſterious Arts; as the 
reader will ſoon diſcover, by obſerving the chapters. 
of Aeroſtation, Paradoxes, Arithmetical Paſtimes, 
Curious Problems, Aſtrological and Aſtronomical 

' Amuſements, Lives of Magicians, Philoſophical 
Experiments, &c. from the moſt approved authori- 
ties, ancient and modern. 


London 


INTRODUCTTON, * 


London and its environs have long been pel- 
tered with ſharpers, who often but too ſucceſsfully 
entrap the unwary ſtranger, by the dextcrous ma- 
nagement of cards and dice; the peruſer of*the 
following pages will ſoon ſee all their tricks laid 


open to his view, and ſo diſappoint ſuch harpies 


of their anticipated prey: for where is the man 
with his eyes open will run into danger? Where 
is the ſwindler who will dare to impoſe on one 


who, though too innocent ever to be his compa- 


nion, has in his poſſeſſion all the knowledge of the 
arts and myſteries of deception 


A general knowledge of thele arts will act like 
the effluvia of the broiled fiſh in the Apocrypha, 
by diſpelling the evil ſpirits, who are perpetually 
ſurrounding ſach as they would devour, Appriſe 
them that you are in the ſecret, and they will, 
inſtead of pilfering your purſe, ſteal away from 
your preſence without ceremony. | 


In a word—our Key of Knowledge is calculated 


to open the cabinet of the hidden arts, to expoſe * 


impoſture, to adminiſter pleaſure to the imagina= 
tion, and afford every kind of entertainment?” We 
A 3 will 
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will no longer detain the inquiſitive reader from 
his deſired happineſs, but attend him into the tem- 
ple, to exhibit all its rarities. 
Legerdemain and magic here behold — 
From Egypt's augurs in the days of old; 
Unmaſk'd, the arcana of each curious art, 
We to the ſons of genius thus impart. 
The ſciences in comely order ſtand, 
Obedient to our nod or magic wand, — 
The temple opens to preſent a view 
Of curious myſteries, both old and new. 
Theſe ſciences accord, and arts unite, 
Striving to joix true profit with delight. 


THE 
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KNOWLEDGE. 


CHAF:: 


PHILOSOPHICAL AND DIVERTING Abs E- 


MENTS, - 


The Magnet, 


HE diſcovery of the magnet has certainl 
proved of the moſt effential benefit to mian- 
kind, and appears to have been entirely unknown 
to the ancients.— It has guided the mariner acrofs 
the ocean—opened a new world, and united na- 
tions the moſt diſtant from each other on the face 
of the globe. By its wonderful attraction man 
experiments have been made in phllolophy,. but 
our deſign is only to ſelect thoſe which afford en- 
tertainment. e 
To make Iron ſwim. 


Place a pail of water in the midſt of the com. 
pany; caſt in ING of iron or ſteel, ſay ing 
Ladies and gentlemen, you now behold this fink 
to the bottom: how ſhall we make it ſwim on the 
ſurface?” Attention will naturally hold them mute 

as 
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as the poet fays. Meanwhile you prepare your t 
work by a mock incantation (uttering ſome hard 
word—abracadabra, or the like); then waving an 

iron rod, touched by the loadſtone, over the water, 
the piece of ſtee] will aſcend to the ſurface, and . 1 


— — 177 


you may guide it round and round at pleaſure. 3 
An ariuſt, a few years ago, amuſed the metro. 3 

polis with a curious operation performed upon the 

ſame principle, by which he obtained no incon- | 


ſiderable emolument, at the Haymarket: 4 
A large china or marble baſen being placed in | 
the cenire of the room, he put into the water 
which it contained, a {ſmall artificial fwan, com- 
poſed of cork. Around the edge of the baſon 
were painted the letters of the alphabet. 1 
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« Here is the little learned ſwan, ladies, —I wi 
lay you an even wager, gentleman—not exceeding | 
one pound one—or ſome ſuch trifle that * 


„ What ?”—** that ſhe will ſpell the name of a F 
perſon or the name of a town—as well—as any of | 
the company!“ | | 
Some of the company naturally, at leaſt will try 
the experiment by. propoſing a name; when the 
ſwan, at the fiat of the operator, will gradually 
ſwim round, and ſingle out the letters * com- 
poſe the word required, to the no ſmall aſtonifh- | 
ment of the ſpectators, who are generally inclined 
further to diſcover the learning of the little ſwan. 1 
The whole of this is perſormed by a ſimple 
apparatus on the principle of magnetiſm, thus: 
an iron or ſteel pin is fixed in the internal part of 
the ſwan, and the performer, having a magnet in 
his docket, as he moves round, draws his ſcholar 
at pleaſure to each letter require. | 
VN. B. The performer himſelf muſt be ſkilled in 


orthography 


KEY OF KNOWLEDGE. "ol 


: orthography, or have the word given him in writing 
by the propoſer. 


| To cauſe a curious Dance of Turkres. 


A few years ago an Italian acquired an ample 
| KF foriwne by exhibiting a number of dancing turkies, 
and by a very ſimple proceſs entertained the people 
of this kingdom tor leveral monihs. 
In the centre of a circular gallery crowded with 
ſpedtators he exhibited a platform railed round, on 
* wh:ch he placed about a dozen of turkies, Theſe 
| at firit appeared quite peaceable, as feeding on 
corn, which he cait among them. Striking up 
low muſic, the birds began to move without much 
apitation, As the muſician made a tranſition to a 
F quicker note, the turkies began to dance rather 
faſter—then faſter ; as the muſic adyanced—they 
= aroſe, in agitation—till at laſt they flew into ſtrange 
| vagaries, and in a manner the molt eccentrical. that 
can be imagined, This threw, very naturally the 
whole company into a violent fit of laughter du- 
ring the chaotic dance, which continued a conſider- 
able time, By degrees they ſunk into their ori- 
ginal paſſive ſtate, and reſumed their feeding: till 
| the performer repeated his muſic, and gradually 
= raiſed them again to an equal fit of extravagance. . 
| All this, as we ſaid, was executed by a ſimple 
proceſs, Beneath the platform he had placed a 
fire of charcoal, which as it aroſe in heat, by being 
ſecretly blown upon, warmed the flage, compoled 
of a thin iron plate, and by degrees raiſed the tut» 
kies to a fit of diſtraction, | 111 


The electrical Spider. 


Take a bit of burnt cork, as big as a pea; form 
it in the ſhape of a ſpider, and make it legs with 
| threads 
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threads of hemp. Put a grain of lead in the cork, 
to give it ſome weight; then hang this artificial 
Ipider by a bit of grey ſewing filk (that is not 
twiſted) between two bodies, the one eleftrified and 
the other not; or between wo bodies endowed 
with different electricities; it will go and come 
between tleſe two bodies, and the motion of the 
legs will as plainly appear, as if it was a real 


ſpider. | 

The philoſophical Tree. 
Take of the fineſt ſilver, one ounce; aquafortis 
and mercury, of each four ounces. In this diſſolve 
your filver, and after you have put over it a pint 
of water, cloſe the phial in which your ingredients 
are put, and you will behold a beautitul branching 


tree, which every day will encreaſe in its growth. 


To dapple a Norſe, 


Ia the ſpring of the year take the large buds of 
young oak trees ; mix them with the horſe's pro- 


vender, and give it him three or four times to eat, 
and he will ſoon aſſume a dapple hue ; and during 


a whole year will continue ſo. The buds of young 
elm trees will have the {ame effect. 


Jo make @ Stone, which being wetted, product 


Fire, 


Take quick-lime, faltpetre, tutea-Alexandrina, 
and calamint, of equal quantities; live-ſulphur and 


camphire, of each two parts: beat and ſift them 
through a fine ſieve ; then put the powder in a fine 


linen cloth, tie it cloſe, put it in a crucible, cover 
it with another. crucible, mouth to mouth; bind 


and lute them well together, then ſet them in the 


ſun to dry. When dry, the powder will be yellow. 
| | | | | Then 
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Then put the crucible in a potter's furnace, and 
when cold, again take it out, and you will find the 

powder altered into the ſubtance ol a ſtone, 
When you have occaſion to light a fire or candle, 
| wet part of the ſtone with a little water, or your 
oon ſpittle, and it will inſtantly flame; aud when 
you have lighted, blow it out again, as you would 

a candle, 


To put a Candle under water alight, wihout its 
being extinguiſhed. 

Take a glaſs, and, faſtening a ſmall bit of word 
acroſs the mouth, ſtick thereon a piece of candle 
W lighted; and with a ſteady hand, convey the glaſs 
to the ſurface of the water; then pulh it care fully 
down, and you may ſee the candle burn under the 
water, and you may bring it up again alight, N 

In the ſame manner you may put a handkerchief 
rolled tight together, and it will not be wet, 
| The principal art in pertorming this trick, con- 
ſiſts in the nicety of bringing the mouth of the 
glaſs exactly level with the ſurface of the water; 
for if you put it the leaſt on one ſide, the water 
will ruſh in, and conſequently put out the candle, 
or, in the other caſe, wet the handkerchief ; fo tha 
Janice eye and ſteady hand are neceſſarily requiſite 
tor this performance. $A 
& This trick, fimple as it is, may ſerve in ſome de- 
17 gree, to elucidate that contrivance called the diving- 
ell; as it is certainly done upon the ſame principle 


3 * 
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Houſe from being injured by @ Tempeſt ; or the 
Paracelſian charm. | 
Hang upon the four corners of the houſe, either, 

or all of the following ſentences—only in Latin; 


OP 


A charm to drive away Spirits, and prevent'a 
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1 Omnis ſpiritus laudet Dominum. Plalm cl, 
All that has breath, praiſe the Lord.” 


2 Moſen habent et prophetas. Luke xvi. 
They have Motes and the prophets.” 


3 Exurgat Deus, et diſſipentur innimici ejus, 
Pialm Ixiv. 

Let God atiſe, and let all his enemies be ſcat- 

\  :... tered* 


A curious way to diſcover'a Thief, by which many 
a Half-crown may be ſaved, without conſulting 
a Conjurer. | 
Turn your face to the eaſt, and make a croſs 
upon a looking-glaſs with oil of olives, and under 
the croſs write theſe words, SAINT HELEN,” 
Then a child that is innocent and a challe virgin“ 
born in wedlock, and not baſe begotten, of the age 
ot ten years, muſt take the glaſs in her hand, 
whilſt you behind her back, knceling, muſt thrice 
repeat theſe words: ** I beleech thee, my Lady 
Saint Helen, mother of King Conſtantine, which 
didſt find the croſs whereupon Chriſt died; by 
that holy devotion and invention of the croſs, 
and by the fame croſs, and by the joy which thou 
conceivedit at the finding thereof, and by the love 
which thou beareſt to thy ſon Conſtantine, and by 
the great en which thou doſt always ule; 
that thou 
Whatſoever 1 aſk, or delire to know. Amen. 
And when the child ſees the angel in the glaſs, 
demand what you will, and the angel will return 
a Proper anſwer. - Mem. This mult be done jult | 
as the ſun is riſing, and when the weather is fair 
and clear. £ = | 
| . Thre: 
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Three charms againſt the Falling Sickneſs. 


Drink in the night, at a ſpring, -water out of a 
Kull of one that hes been flain, faying: 


I" 
—_ 


P 1 This cup I borrow from the purpled plain, : 

1 | And for my cure thus drink th' blood o'th'ſlain 

* Ocherwiſe, eat a pig, killed with a kniſe that 
flew ea inan. 

9 Or, repeat the following verſe three times: 

5 Ananizapata {miteth death, Pt 

Whiles harm intendeth he; . 
P 13 This word, Ananizapata ſay, 


„ And death {hall captive be. 
A Ananizapat, O of God, 


L Have mercy upon me |! | 

5 
d, P 
ce | ; 
ly | A curiou® charm for the Ague. | 
ch Write the Arabic word Abracadubia as tollows,- 
pl and wear the paper about your neck; * 
* Abracadabra \ 
6 bracadabra 
yy racadabra 
Sd acadabra 
© cadabra 

adabra 

ls, | dabra 
wn abra 
uſt bra 
Air : "0 


oy 
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To ee a Room in ſuch a Manner that any 
Perſon, entering with a lighted Candle, will 
mag ine himſelf ſurrounded with Fire. 


Take a pretty large quantity of brandy ; put it 
in a bowl, and ſet it on ihe fire (the fire muſt be 
low) to receive heat enough to boil it gently up: 
into the brandy put ſome camphire cut in little bits 
which will ſoon diſfolve; when all diflolved clole 


both windows and doors, and let the brandy boil 


and evaporate. By this the room wilt be filled 
with ſubile ipirits, which, as ſoon as the candle is 
brought into the room, will be lighted, aud ſeem 
as if all was on fire. Diſſolve ſome pertume in the 
brandy, and the flame will be attended with an 


apreeable ſmell, 


Joe ſpot a white Norſe with black ; a curious 


Receipt for [lorſe yockies, 


Tanke litharge three ounces, and quick. lime ſix 
eunces ; beat; hem fine and mix them together: 

at the mixture in a pan, and pour a ſharp lye over 
it; then boil it, and you will have a fat ſubſtance 


"at top; Which take and anoint the horſe in ſuch 


places as you deſign to be black, and it will turn 
that colour immediately. 

It has the ſame ellen in changing hair that is 
red into black; with only this Ae, you are 
to take an equal quantity of lime and litharge, and 


inflead of boiling it with lye, take only freſh water 


what ſwims at the top is fit for ule, and will aaſwer 
our  expeflation. And what hairs you anoint at 
night will be black next morning. 


i 


alum, of the ſize ot a {mall nut; make the whoſe 


ſixteen inches long, about the thickneſs of a wax. 


riſe by dilating itſelf when expoled to heat, and 


A 
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To compoſe a Liquid imitating the Co/our of Bicod, 


which furniſhes the entertaining means of d. 
covering to a Company th: Perjon who 25 moſt 
amorous, EN: 
Cut in ſeveral ſmall chips a piece of Fernambuco 
wood; put them ina large glais tull of good white- | 
wine vinegar; add to it a bit of common white 


ſimmer over a gentle fire tor halt en hour, in a 
new earthen pot or pipkin, taking care to ſtir this 
compoſitiefi, in order to prevent it from boiling 
over, while on the fire, 

When it is taken from the fire, let it cool, and 
ſtrain it through a piece of linen; then pour it into 
a bottle of clear glals. 

Paving thus your liquid ready prepared, provide 


yourſelf with a tube oi clear glais, about fiſteen or 


candle, taking care to have ſtopt it at one end. 
When you preſent yourſelf before a. company 
in order to perform this experiment, you are to; i 
carry the tube in your pocket; and holding the... 
phial in your hand, you are to ſay—“ Ladies and 
4 eee here is a phial containing liquid blood; 
hope to make you know by it the perlon mult: i 
addicted to love in this company. MENT _—_ 
{© Pleaſe to obſerve that I pour a little ot the; 
liquor into this tube. As you might imagine that 
this liquor, like that put in thermometers, may 


7 


conſequently the preſſure of the hand will luffice 
to produce this effect, and it will condenſe by ra- 
ritying when expoſed to cold, I aſſure you, lad es 
and gentlemen, it is not the cale. This liquor 


differs intirely from tha: put in thermometers, and p 
| B 2 | vou 
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you may be eaſily convinced of it, before I try the 
experiment I promiſed you, You may put it near 


the heat of a cendle—and even that of a fire, 


without any degree of heat making it riie in the 
leaſt, But, by a peculiar and ſympathetic virtue, 
you Will fee it boil, when the tube is touched 
by a perſon of an amorous diſpoſition, * 

Then take out of your pocket a little pot aſh; 
keep it in the interior part of the hand that hoids 
the tube at the top, as 1f you 3 keep it 
mut, and as the perſon you wiſh td paſs for 
the molt amorous iu the company takes the loweſt 
part of the tube in his hand, you are to let fall 
dexteruuſly a livie pot-aſh in it, and you will be— 
hold the liquor bil and riſe to the top of the tube 
to the great aſtoniſhment of the ſpectators. 


The artificial Bird, which fengs any Air tae 
| Company dejtres. 

This bird is perched on a bottle, and ſings with- 
out any preliminary exerciſe, not excepting thoſe 
which the moſt cunning muſician can coinpole 
extempore. He allo ſings equally corrett changes 
10 different bottles, and on different tables, Ihe 
breath from his bill blows out a candle, and lights 
it {peeci'y alter; or he will ſing in your hand, 
without deriving any aid from a bottle. 

Behind the curtain which covers part of the 


partition, are placed two ſmall ſpeaking trumpets, 


which the contederate employs to convey his voice, 
according to the poſition of the table and bottle, 
to different parts. The confederate has in his 
mouth the inner ſkin of an onion, by which he 


imitates the notes ot a bird, in the fame manner 


as the famous Roſſignol, follows tlie air given to 
| "the 
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the muſicians, either by memory or the notes 


furniſhed them. If the air be too difficult for the 


confederate and muſicians to execute extempore— 
you acquaint the company that, to render the trick 
more aſloniſhing, you will begin with ſome well 
known air, and then {uddenly fall into the air 
given to be executed, as it to ſurpriſe the bird,” 
and add to the difhculty of executing what 1s laid 
before. 

Some of the muſicians avail themſelves of this 
moment to throw a rapid eye over the difficuity 
propoſed, and take care not to begin till they are 
ſufficiently ſtudied in it. „ . 

The bird has in its body a little double bellows, 
and a little moving pin between its legs, which 
puts the bellows in motion—by the levers which 
are under the cloth, when the contederate draws 
the wire, which is hidden in the feet of the table. 

By the ſame means the bellows are moved to 
blowout the candle, and it proves to the ſpectators, 
that the notes are really * in the throat of 
the bird, becauſe the air comes through its bill. 

When you take the bird in your, own hand 


you put the bellows in motion with your thumb; 


and the wind in the ſame manner extinguiſhin 
the candle, perſuades the company that the bird 
ſings without the aid of any machinery hidden in 


the table. The candle being only a moment ex- 


tinguiſhed, and the wick ſtill warm, is lighted in- 


ſtantly by touching the bill of the bird Which for 


that purpoſe has been furniſhed with a little pheſ- 
phorus that operates as a match. Str £7 


Sy CHAP n. 


* 2 2 4 4 * a 
— W Ah U om 


: - . - 
woes CITES CT DS. * 


„ rr 
RE I — 


* PE 


wings - 


<4Y - 
pA 
S ”- 


= - — 2 = 
n 1 


o * — 


22 
REST 


18 KEY OF KNCWLE DSE. 


CHAP. H. 
N our ſecond chapter we propoſe to exhibit the 
variQus curious tricks performed by cards, and 

which will zppear tothe reader by {ar the molt 
innocent ule that thele painted paſteboards are ap- 
propriated to, 
Few there are who m:ke card-playing merely 
an amuſement; and though ſome people may ap- 
pear regatdieſs of their wealth, and care not what 
they loſe, yet a certain ſolicitude prevails with 
every one who plays. The minds of many who 
employ their time in pong are upon the rack of 
anxiety. . Sharpers and cheats perpetually ſtudy the 
cards, to cozen the unway country man out of his 
money, and too often prove ſucceſsful in the ruin 


ol inexperienced youth“. 


The Art of Fortunestelling by Cards. 


Take a pack of cards, and make yourſelf which 
queen yu pleaſe. Lay them out on a. table, nine 
in a row, and wherever you find yourſelf placed, 
count nine cards every way, making yourſelf one, 
and then you will fee what card you tell to; and 

-- whatever that is, will happen to you. If the two 
- red tens are by you, it is a ſign of marriage; the 
ace of diamonds is a ring; the ace of hearts is your 
17 . 1330 3% | __ - houſe; 


— mts 8 
1 * N r 


tht th. 


* The Reader is referred, for a ſtriking inftance of 
this kind, to a ſhilling book, entitled © A Fortnight's 
Ramble through London,” in which he will ſec an ample 
diſplay, and a happy expoſure of the frauds and tricks 


of ſharpers. | 
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houſe ; the ace of clubs is a letter; the ace of 
{pades is death, {pie, or quartrelling; the ten of 
diamonds is a journey; t1e three of hearts is a kiſs; 
the three of {pades denotes tears; the ten ot Ipaces 
ſickneſs; the mne ot ſpades, a difappointmem; 
the nine of clubs, a merry making; the nine of 
hearts, feaſting ; the ten of clubs, going By(walls ; 
the ten of hearts, ſome place of amulement ; the 
five of hearts, a preſent ; the five of clubs, a 
bundle; the fix of ſpades, a child; the feven of 
ſpades, a remove; the three of clubs, fighting; 
the eight of clubs, confuſion; the eight of ipades, 
a road. way; the four of clubs, a ſtrange». bed,; 
the nine of diamonds, buſineſs ;; the five of dia- 
monds, a ſettlement ; the five of ſpades, a ſurpriſe; 
the two red eigbis, new cloathes; the three of 
diamonds, ſpeaking with a friend; the four of 
ſpades, a fick-ved ; the ſeven of clubs, a priſon; 
the two of ſpades, a- falle friend; the four pf 
hearts, a marriage- bed. 5 2 
When ſeveral diamonds come together, it is a 
ſign of money; ſeveral hearts, love; 2 clubs, 
drink ; and ſeveral ſpades, vexation. - fx 
If a married woman lays the cards, ſhe muſt 
make her huſband the king of the ſame ſuir o 
which ſhe is queen; but it a ſingle woman tries it, 
ſhe may make her ſweetheart what king ſhe likes. 
The Rev of the ſame ſuit are the man's 
thoughts; ſo you may know What they are think- 
ing of, by elle nine cards from where they art 
placed making them one, and if any one chules 
to try it ſhe ſhall. have her wiſh, let. her ſhuffle 
the cards well (as ſhe muſt alſo when ſhe tells her 
fortune, wiſhing all the time for ſome one thing: 
She ' muſt then cut them once and minding your 5 
i | | card 
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1 card ſhe cuts, ſhuffle them again, and then deal \ 

_ them out into three parcels; which done, look 
over every parcel, and if the card you cut comes 
next yourſelf, or next the ace of hearts, you Wil! 
have your wiſh ; but if the nine of ſpades 1s next 
you will not, for that 1s a diſappointment. How- 
ever, you may try it three times. 

By tbe above method eny young woman may 
keep half a crown in her pocket without expoling 
herſelf to the pretended cunjuror on Holy.well 
Mount, or any other impollor. 


For à perſon to cluſe a Card, you not being ſu p- pu 
poſed to know what it 1s, and then for the W th 


Perſon to hold the Cards berween his Finger | la 
and Thumb to /lrike them all out of his Hand an 
except the very Card he had taken, L wv 
This is called the nerve trick, and thus per- el 
formed :—having previouſly jooked ata card, bid tt 
the perſon draw one, taking care to ſhove that to al 
the one you know, When he has looked at it, MM ©: 
let him put it at the bottom ; let him ſhuffle the tt 
cards; then you look at them again; and finding a1 
the card; place it at the bottom; then cut them in 2 


half, give the perlon chat part which contains his 
cholen card at the bottom, to lock between his 
finger and thumb, juſt at the corner; bid him 
pinch them as tight as he can; then ſtriking them * 
pretty ſharp, they will all fall to the ground, ex. IF © 
; "_ the bottom one, which is the cholen card. : 

his trick, it performed well, is curious, and l 
even aſtoniſhing. It may be accounted for from : 
the retentive nature of the nerves, when any thing 
is attempted to be taken by force or ſurprile. 


How 
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How to put @ Card in and out of an Egg» 


You wuſt prepare two {licks both of a ſize, and 
as much alixe as poſſibie. One of them muſt be 
ſo conſtructed as to conceal a card in the mid- 
dle, by being hollowed quite through, having an 
artificial ſpring to throw the card into the egg at 
picaſure. The apparatus being thus prepared, take 
and peel any card in the pack which yeu pleaſe, 
and rolling it up convey it into your falſe ſtick: 
here let it remain till you have proceeded farther. 
Then take a pack of cards, and let any perſon 
draw one; but be ſure that it be of the lame fort 
of card that you have in the tube. Then let him 
put it in the pack again, and when you are ſhufflin 
them, let that card which was drawn fall into your 
lap; then calling for ſome eggs, bid the party, or 
any one of the company, chuie one of them; and 
when they have choſen one, alk them if there bg 
eny thing in it, and they will. naturally anſwer in 


the negauve : then take the egg in your left hand, © 


and the kalle flick in your right, an} ſo break the 
egg with vour-ſtick ; then let the {pring go; and 
the c:rd will appear in the egg; and during the 
amazement of the ſpectators, conceal that flick 
and produce the true one on the table. 


The dancing Card, , 


One of the company is defired to draw a card 
which is afterwards mixed with the pack, and is 
conmanded to appear on the wall. It accordingly” 
cbeys. . advancing as ordered, deſcribing a decli- 
ned line from right to left. At the top of the 


room it diſappeats; and inſtantly is ſeen moving in 


a horizontal direction. 
This operation, though ſimple, has a very plea- 


ling 


a) 4 ——— * - . — . 

— — ICI n p 2 
=. Ww.- 4 LEST ow 
—— — p N 


— 2 2 
- *. 
— 


2 - 
— — 
= 2.4 


— x 


* 
1 


1 
1 


8 
3 


_ 


_ 


. 


* 4 1 
Mi 6 


1 KEY OF KNOWLEDGE. 


ling effect on the ſpectators, and is thus perſormed 


Cauſe any perſon to draw a card which you know | 


by the touch, being larger than the reſt, and which 


by artifice you will force upon him. After having | 


ſhuffled them, you withdraw it from the pack, to 


ſhew the company it is not there; and when you | 
order it to appear on the wall, the confederete |} 
cexterouſly draws a thread, at the end of which is 
faſtened a ſimilar card, which comes from behind 


a glais, and this card is faſtened by very {mall loops 
of ſilk to another thread full ftretched, alon 
which the card runs and pes forms its courle, Sit 
lues faruva componere magnus, it reſembles the 
rope acroſs the Seine, by which the ferry-boat of 
the invalids is conducted. 


The Card nailed to the Wall by a Piſtol ſhot. 


A card 1s defired to be drawn; and the perſon 
who choſe it is deſired to tear off a corner and keep 
it, that he may know the card: the card ſo worn 
1s burnt to cinders ; anda piſtol is charged with 
gi:npowder, with which the aſhes of the card are 
mixed. Inſtead of a ball, a nail is put into the 
barrel, which is marked by ſome of the company, 
1he pack of cards is then thrown up in the air,the 
Piſtol 1s fired, and the burnt card appears nailed 
againſt the wall: the bit of the corner which was 


torn off, is then compared with it, and is found 
exactly to fit, and the nail which faſtens it to the wall | 


is recogniſed by the perſon who marked it.— 
The operation is as follows. 

When the performer ſees that a corner has been 
torn from the choſen card, he retires and makes a 
ſimilac tear on a like card, Returning on the 
ſlage, he aſks for the choſen card, and paſſes it te 

a | the 
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he bottom of the pack, and ſubſtitutes expertly in 
me place, the card he has prepared, which he 
v 5 
burns inſtead of the firſt. 5 

= When the piſtol is loaded, he takes it in his 
> W hand, under the pretence of ſhewing how to direct 
" Wit, &c. He avails himſelf of this opportunity to 
"4 open a hole in the_ barrel near the touch. hole. 
1 through which the nail talls by its own weight into 
; bis hand. Having 'ſhut this carefully, lie requeſts 


ſome one of the company to put more powder and 


5 Wwadding into the piſtol. While that is doing, he 
b carries the nail and card to his confederate, who 


quickly nails the card to a piece of ſquare weod, 
which ſtops hermetically a ſpace left open in the 
partition, and in the tapeſtry, ſimilar to the reſt of 
che room, and by which means, when the nailed 
eard is put in, it is not perceived. The piece of 
| tapeſtry which covers it. is nicely faſtened on the 


f one end with two pins, and to the other a thread is 
1 faſtened, one end of which the confederate holds 
in his hand. As ſoon as the report of the piſtol 
e Wis heard, the confederate draws his thread, b 
e WW which means the piece of tapeitry falls beuind a 
WW glais—the ſame card that was marked appears, and 
e Wwith the nail that was put into the piſtol. 

1 N. B. Aiter the piſtol has been charged with 
s WW powder, a tin tube may be ſlipped upon the charge, 
1 into which the nail being rammed along with the 
11 FF wadding, in inclining it a little in preſenting it to 


one of the ſpectators to fire, the tube and contents 
will fall into the performer's hand to convey to his 
confederate, If any one ſuſpetts that the nail has 
been ſtolen out of the piſtol, you perſiſt in the 
contrary, and beg the company at the next exhi- 
bition to be further convinced. You are then to 
fhew a piſtol, which you take to pieces to ſhew 

| that 
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chat all is fair without any preparation you 
charge it with a nail, which is marked by ſome 
perion in confederacy with you, or you ſhew it 
to many people to aveid being marked. In this 
caſe the card is nailed wh another nail, but to 
to perſuade the company that it is the ſame, you 


boldly affert that the nail was marked by ſeveral } 


perſons, and you requeſt the ſpectators to view it 
and be convinced .—This trick never fails to meet 
univerſal applauſe, as from its complex operation, 
it cannot ealily be conceived. 


To make a Card jump out of the Pack, and run 
on the [able. | 


This device is marvellous if well executed, and 


is thus performed, Let any one of the company 
draw a card ſrom the pack, no matter which, and 


then return it to the pack, but ſo as you know, 


where to find it at pl-afure; then take a piece of 
wax and put it under the thumb nail of your right 
hand, and then faſten a hair to your thumb, and 
the other end of the hair to the card; then ſpread 
the pack of cards open on the table, ſaying, —" I 


you are a pure virgin, the card will jump out of, 
the pack ;*' then by your words or charms, ſeem WW 


to make 1t jump on the table. 


The Cards named by a Perſon blindfold. 


A ſpettator in the boxes draus the cards out of 


the pack; a woman on the ſtage: blind-tolded, to 


prevent her perceiving - ſignals, names all the cards 
as they are Hawn, without miſtaking their number, 
{uit , or deſcription, 


The cards are arranged in ſuch a manner, that 


the per former underſtands their ſequence; when 


| he has had a card drawn, he apparently mixes 


them 
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them, and as ſoon as they have been cut, he makes 
the pals to place underneath the card that was im- 
mediately under the one choſen, which, as ſoon as 
he ſees, he communicates to the woman, at the mo- 
ment that he promiſes to take all precautions that 
ſhe ſhould know nothing: he ſays he will not 
ſpeak a word whilſt ſhe names the cards, and he 
deſires the perſon who holds the cards to ſhew them 
to the company without calling the cards, by ſay- 
ing—“ This is ſuch a card, or ſuch another.“ It 
is by the laſt phraſe that he craftily names the up- 
permoſt card; the woman hears Lan and names 
the cards in their ſequence, having previoully 
known the arrangement of the pack. 

Thus, for example, if you convey the hint that 
the 15th 1s uppermoſt, ſhe names the 16th, 17th, 
&c. As ſoon as ſhe has gone through the whole 
pack of cards, the huſband, who during the- time 

as been ſilent, now ſpeaks, and requeſts the per- 
ſons who chole them, to aſk which are the others 
that remain to be named. The woman is appriſed 
by the queſtion that there are no more, and an- 
ſwers accordingly. 

N B. As ſoon as the ſpectator has choſen the 
pack of cards, you muſt deſire him to mix them 
well together; without this precaution. he would 
perceive that they are demanded in the order they 
lie and would conclude, with truth, that this ar- 
rangement ſerved to communicate intelligence. 


How to tell what Card one thinks on, and how to 
| convey et into a Nut-ſhell, 

Take a nut and burn a hole through the ſide, or / 
the top, or the top of the ſhell, and alſo through 
the kernel, with a hot bodkin; or bore it with an 

C awl 


26 KEY OF ENOWLEDGE. 


awl and pick out the kernel with a needle, ſo as the 
ſame may be as wide as the hole in the ſhell ; then 
write the name of the card on a bit of paper, roll it up 
bard, put it into the nut-ſhell, ſtop the hole up with 
wax, and rub it over with alittle duſt and it will not 
be ſeen. Then let ſome by-ſtander draw a card, whilſt 
ou tell him it is no matter what card he draus. 
Here by dexteroufly ſhuffling, and cleanly hand- 
ling the cards, yon will proffer him the card whoſe 
name is enrolled in the ſhell, Then take another 
nut and fill it with ink, ſtop the aperture with wax, 
and give it to a boy, deſiring him to crack it, and 
when he finds the ink come out of his mouth, it 
will cauſe much merriment in the ſpeQators, 


To tell what Card a Helles pitches on, without 
ſeciug the Card till you find it in the pack, 

As you hold the pack in your hand, let any one 
draw from it which card he pleaſes and look at it; 
you then hut your eyes, receive it from the com- 

any, and return it to tlie pack. Then ſhuffle the 
cards till you know it is come to the bottom again; 
then putting the cards behind, make it appear as it 
you was ſhuffling them again; but let your ſhuffling 
be only in this manner ;—take off the uppermoſt . 
card and put it at the bottom, counting to yourſelf 
bo many you take off: then bring the cards forth 
” and hold them with their faces towards you; then 
take off one by one, privately counting the number, 
and ſmell to them, as if you found it out by your 
noſe, till you come to the right card; then produce 
it, faying—* This is it, and they will wonder how 
you found it out. * SIBÞ! 
As 
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As very much, in all theſe and ſuch operations 
depends upon a clean hand at ſhuffling the cards. 
it will be neceſſary for the learner to practiſe often 
in private, previous to his performance in public. 

A perſon with a hard hand and ſtiff joints ſhould 
never think of playing deception with the cards, as 
clumſy fingers will not do. In ſhewing tricks with 
cards, the principal point conſiſts in ſnuffl ing them 
nimbly, ſo that your hand may exceed the motions 
of every eye. You mult always keep one certain 
card either at the bottom or in {ſome known place 
of the pack, four or five cards from the bottom; 
for by this you may appear to work wonders; fince 
it is eaſy for you to ſee or take notice of a card, 
which, though you'be perceived to do it, will not 
be ſuſpected if you ule them well together by the 
tollowing method ; X 

In ſhuffling let the bottom card be always a little 
before, or a little behind all the reſt of the cards; 
put it a little beyond all the reſt belore, right over 
your forefinger, or elſe, which is better, a little be- 
hind all the reſt, fo as the little finger ot the left 
hand may flip up and meet with-it at the ficlt. 
Shuffle as thick as you can, and at laſt throw upon 
ſhe board the bottom card, with as many more as 
you would preſerve for any purpole, a little before 
or alittle beliind the reſt, and be. ſute to let your 
fore finger (it the pack be laid behind) always creep 
up to meet with the bottom card, and when you 
feel it, you may there hold it till you have ſhuffled 
over again; which being done, the card that" was 
firſt at the bottom will come there.again, Thus, 

you, may ſhuffle them before the faces of the com- 
pany, and yet leave the noted card at the bottom, 

Strive to be very perfect in your ſhuffling, and 
having once arrived at perfection at the ait, you 

C 2 | | may 


_—— —  — — 
* 


— * 
+ 2 
— — — 


T 4 . >, = 
— — P 
n 22 — 2 
. a J 
F 1 e _— 


E 
o 


p 
'Y 
* 


' i | 24 
l > = | UW 2 
LA.” 1 a 1 = i 4 [ -__ e 
Like, 0 "> os . 3 
8 6 = * Il n : ; 
. al » A 2 
N 9 [ 4 m_ LRN 
1 hy l - 
d 


= 


being ſecured in the palm of the hand,-The per- 
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may perform wonders, and do almoſt what you 


pleaſe; for whatever pack you make, though it is 


ten, twelve, or twenty cards, you may ſtill keep it 
next the bottom, and yet ſhuffle them often to pleaſe 
the curtous. 


How to let twenty Gentlemen draw twenty Cards, 
and to make one Card every man's Card. 


Take a pack of cards and let any gentleman 
draw one, then let him put it in the pack again, but 
be ſure where to find it at pleaſure; then ſhuffle 
the cards again as before taught; then let another 
gentleman draw a card, but be ſure you let him 
draw no other than that before drawn, and ſo do 
to what number of times you think proper; when 
you have ſo done, let another gentleman draw 
another card, but not the ſame, and return that 
card into the pack, where you have kept the other 
card, and ſhuffle them till you have brought both 
cards together, then ſhewing the laſt card to the 
company, the other will diſcever the trick, 


How to change a pack of Cards into all manner 
of Pidtures. 


On the backs of one half the pack paint what 
h.ures you pleaſe; then paint the other halt on the 


ſides which are ſpotted, in the ſame manner you 


did the firſt half; ſo between them both you will 


have a complete pack of all pictures, and when you 


pertorm this trick you mull ſhew the cards but halt 
Way. 


Pradlices commonly made uſe of by profeſſional 
players, known by the appellation of Black-legs. 
Handling the cards—So called from the cards 
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ſon who practiles this at eribbage generally takes 


care to get two hives, with any other two cards, 


placing one of the two ordinary cards at the top, 


next to it one five, then the other erdinary card, 
and under it the other five. Theſe four cards fe 
placed he ſecures in the palm of his hand, while 
he deſires his adverſary to ſhuffle the cards; and 
being very generous, allo tells his opponent to cut 
them. When this is done, he puts his hand which 
contains the four cards upon that part of the pack 


which is to be uppermoſt, and then leaves the 


cards on the ſame; conſequently when he deals 
the two fives will fall to his own hand of cards, 
by which means when a perſon who can handle 
deals he is pretty ſure of tWœo er more hives. 

IWeauing—lIs ſecuring one or more cards upon 
the knee, under the table you play at, and there- 
fore any perlon who practices this art has always 
the choice of exchanging any of the cards he thinks 
proper for thoſe he thus ſecured ; which is the 
ſame as ſuffering your adverſary to have the choice 
of {ix or ſeven cards, while you have only your pro- 
per number. | 

Garretiing—Is ſo called ſrom the praftiſe of ſe- 
curing the cards either under your hat or behind 
the head, and taking an opportunity of placing chem 
in the room ot interior cards. 


Slipping —Is pertormed in various ways, all of 


which tend to put the ſame cards at the top again 
which have been cut-off and ought to be put un- 
derneath, | | 

Walking the pegs—NMieans either putting your 
own pegs forward or thoſe of your adverſary back, 
as may beſt ſuit your purpole, and it is always exe- 
cuted whilit your. are laying out the cards for crib. 
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- him the next card under in lieu ok it. 


any particular card to :tart, and you can by any 


| Pocket for the purpoſe of cheating. 
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fuch a manner as to know them, and whenever you 
oblerve one coming to your adverſary you give 


Cut cards —Are a pack of cards regularly pre- 
pared, having the ſixes, fevens, eights, and nines, 
all cut ſomething ſhorter, and all the fives and all 
ine tens cut ſomewhat narrower. By this means 
if you want any particular card to ſtart, you cut ace 
cordingly, _ 

Cards talen out of the pack—This very com- 
mon practice makes your adverlary play to a very 
great diſadvantage. 

The old gentleman ls ſometimes called a brief 
card, and is one made by the card maker on pur- 
poſe, being a little larger than any of the reſt. 

Bridging the cards —Is done when you wiſh for 
means find ſuch card and place it on the top of the 
pack; then by bending the cards upward and down- 
wards, ſomething like the arch of a bridge, you 
will percieve were to cut for the card you want, 

There are ſeveral other technical terms uſed by 
ſharpers, ſuch as giving the office, or any other per- 
ſon looking over the hand and giving the hint to 
the ether parties by ſome ſignal; /addiing the cards 
which is bending the fixes, ſevens, eights, and nines 
in the middle lengthways, with the ſides down- 
wards ; dealing the fives from the bottom ; new 
cards, which have been opened and made up again, 
and marked cards, which the adept carries in his 
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CHAP. III. | y 


OF AEROSTATION, AND GEOCRAPHICAL 
PARADOXES, &c. 


EROSTATION is a newly diſcovered art 

entirely unknown to the ancients, and fur- 
niſhes a curious article in the Encyclopedia. It is 
an alcenſion to the regions of the air, by means of 
an air-bailoon, and. a rapid flying on the wings of 
the wind from one place to another. For the in- 
vention w2 are beholden to a French artiſt, who 
ſurpriſed his countrymen, and demonſtrated that 
what had been the ſpeculation of the philoſopher 
was practicable, an what had for ages been deem- 
ed impoſſible, was capable of being performed 
upon the moſt ſimple principle. . 

On the firſt of December, in the year 178g. @ 
balloon was let off from the Thuilleries st Paris, 
under the direction ol Meſſrs. Charles and Roberts. 
It had ſuſpended to it a baſket covered with blue 
ſilk and papar finely gilt, in which theſe gentlemen 


mounted into the air, amidſt many thouſands of all 
Tanks and conditions, among whom were ſeveral 


foreign princes and French nobility. Thele philo- 
fophers in their aſcenſion cerried with them flags 
ol: various colours, with which they ſaluted the 
marvelling multitude, When they arrived at the 
height which they meant to reach, they dropped 
a flag, as agreed upon, and then ſteered in a hori- 
zontal track over the Fauxbourg Si, Honore, ſa- 
luting with their flags the ſpectators as they glided 
along. They landed about twenty mul 
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from the place of their embarkation, being follow. 
ed by che Duke de Chartres, and ſeveral of the 
French and Engliſh nobility and gentry, who came 
. = in almoſt as they deſcended, Mr. Charles now 
= after throwing out ſome ballaſt to Iighten the ma- 
_ chine, roſe alone to the almoſt incredible height of 
4 15026 toiſes, or $052 yards perpendicular, in about 
t-n minutes, | 
The account which Mr. Charles gave of his ob 


=_ fervations is, that he loſt ſight of the earth and 
. ſaw nothing but a wide expanle of fine ether, — 
1 that the barometer fell from 28 to 18, and the ther- 
_ momctor from 7 above freezing to 5 below it. 


He deſcended about five miles from the place of 

his re- aſcenſion, near the houſe of an Engliſh gentle. 

ens man, where he ſlept that night, and was returned 

B to town by a nobleman the next day in his own 
$208 carriage, amidſt the applauſes ol the people. 

. The balloon was compoled of red and ſtrau 

coloured taffeta, pierced 3 ſo as to appear 

. ; meridional lines upon a terreſtrial globe. The ur- 

_ per hemiſphere was covered with a netting, ſur— 


—_ .. car was ſuſpended ; ſo that the elaſtic preſſure of 
| | the inflammable air was equally repreſſed by all the 
meſhes of the/nct over the balloon, 

The account of this being received by Dr, Lett- 
ſom in London, was publiſhed ; and ſeveral bal. 
loons were let off, without the aſcenſton of any 
1-1 perſon, until the famous Lunardi aroſe from the 
_ Artillery -ground at London, in one of about go 

8 feet in diameter, in the fight. of mnay thouſands of 
amazed ſpectators, on the 15th of September, 178 
when after manceuvering over the metropolis at 
his pamphlet, he purſued a northern direction, and 
deitended? 


* 


rounded with a hoop at the bottom, to which the 


_ the height of above three miles, as he allerts in 
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deſcended at the diſtance ot about twenty miles 
from London. a 
The next day Lunardi entered the city in trumph, 
and dined with the Lord Mavor and the Judges at 
the Seſſions-Houſe in the Old Bailey. 5 
Mr. Lunardi, in che above-mentioned publication 


declares that London appeared to him as the draw- 


ing of it upon an extenſive ſcale, and that St Paul's 
ſeemed a bee-hive. That the fields ſurrounding 


the ſuburbs were like the ſketches of a land-mea- 


ſurer, the hedges reſembling ſmal] lines drawn be- 
tween the plats, and that the river Thames was di- 
miniſhed to a crooked line drawn by a ſ{chool-boy 
with agroſs pen. He ſays that from that exalted 
eminence he beheld the country round to an in- 


credible diſtance ; even no leſs, according to his 


judgment, then two hundred miles. 

Lunardi, whilſt at table with the judges, was ad- 
dreſſed by one of them in the following manner: 
Sir, as. you was the innocent caule of the death 
of a young woman yeſterday, by being frightened 
into a fit by the tall of one of your oais from your 
ſublime elevation; ſo your aſcenſion, I verily think, 
ſaved the lite of a young man, then upon trial in 
this court upon a capital indiftment, The jury had 
juſt withdrawn to conſider their verdict when a 
ſudden and loud alarm was given that Lu- nardi was 
mounted in the air in his ærial car: - curtoſity pre- 
vaiied over decency the court was emptied -e 
all aroſe as high as we could go, to ſee the wonder; 
but not till the jury returned and pronounced the 
E ot guilty. So that, Sir, the larcaſtical 

ine of Pope— | 


And hang the wretch that jurymen may dine. 
— | 25 2 may 
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may with ſome propriety be altered to—Save the 
man that we may fee Lunardi,” | 

On the 16th of October in the ſame year, 1784 
Mr, Blanchard and another gentleman aſcended in 
another balluon from Little Chelſea, in the ſight of 
an incredible crowd. After travelling about twenty 
miles, Blanchard ſet down the gentleman, re- aſcend. 
ed, and landed ſafely at the diſtance of about ſeven. 
ty miles from the metropolis. 

Since that time two gentleman croſſed the chan- 
nel from Dover to Calais in an air balloon and 
meſt of the towns in Great Britain have been fa 


voured by the ærial performances of Lunardi, and 
others. 


To make an Air Balloon 

Take a piece of taffeta or thin ſilk, and ſew it 
into the form intended, leaving a ſmall orifice for 
the admiſſion of the inflammable air. The taffeta 
or ſilk, with all the ſeams, muſt be ſtrongly gum- in 
med ſeveral times over, in order effeftually to keep in 


8 out common air and prevent the artificial air from ni 
. tranſpiring. The form moſt commodious and pro— ct 
Per in which the balloon ſhould be confſtrutted, is h. 


orbical or round, as that will greatly contribute to 0 
its ſwiftneſs and ſteadineſs in motion, as well as its Un 
Progreſs in elevation. . 

' The method of filling your balloon, when pro- 
perly prepared, is as follows: 

Take a glaſs bottle or veſſel, the ſize according 
to the quantity of iuflammable air required, or in 
proportion to the magnitude of your machine, put 
Into it a quantity of oil of vitriol, with ſome iron 
4 filings or old nails then pour on ſome clear water, t 
- = and it will ſoon begin to ferment, and, if not pre- 

FY vented by flopping it cloſe, aſcend to a conſiderable 
' height 
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height in ſmoke, This muſt be conveyed into the 
balloon by means of aglaſs tube or crane, which 
muſt be well ſecured at each end, and as the fer- 
mentation encreaies, the balloon will fill. When 
you have got a ſufhciency of the air you muſt draw 
the neck tight with a ſtring fixed on purpoſe, and 
from this moment it becomes a fo much hghter, 
body chat it would aſcend immediately, unleſs re- 
trained by a proportionate ballance. 

Before you begin tc inject the inflammable air, 
make the parts again ſecure with gum, or ſome other 
glutinous matter; and after all, you may, if you 
pleaſe, gild over the whole, which in its flight wil 
give a grand appearance. This when unconfined 
will float in the air for ſome time, and continue to 
do ſo until the inflammable air finds a vent, when 
it will gradually deſcend. | | 

One Arnold conſtructed an ærial machine in an 
incloſed ground in St. George's Fields, propoſing, 
in his public bills to take a trip to Paris in the 
night, having his balloon ſuperbly illuminated. He 
changed his mind and attempted to fly inthe day, 
having a pendant parachute at the bottom of his 
car, in which a man was to riſe to the height of a 
mile, and then to leave his ſituation and company 
and deſcend perpendicular into the fields. 

It was af 5; 1785, when the propoled attempt 
was made, in the ſight of a vaſt malutude. Long 
the ſpectators waited with eager expectation ; at 
length, the balloon was looſed—it aroſe as high as 
the fence—the man in the parachute jumped out 
Arnold tumbled from the' car—and his ſon alone 
alcended. He hung by the cordage, and o ſud- 
denly aroſe that he had no time to follow the ex- 
19 55 of his company. The machine, with the 
lwittneſs of the lightning's flaſh, reached _— 6 
clouds 
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clouds :. the balloon burſted, and terror ſeized the 
beholders. However, the machine deſcended with 
leſs precipitation than was feared, and, taking its di- 
rection eaſtward, dropped in the Thames, where 
young Arnold was ſaved by a waterman near Lime 

oule. | | | 

The exhibition of air balloons has been diſcon. 
tinued in England for ſome years. The invention 
at yet has only afforded amulement to the marvel. 
ling million, and, till it can be ſtamped with utility 
the public appear inclined to reſt ſatisfied without 
the ſight, however curious. It was above a century 
after the diſcovery of gunpowder, before it was 
uſed in battles or ſieges; but it is too apparent now 


-that, according to Milton, it was originally a dia- 


bolical invention, calculated for deſtruction, The 


balloon in time may be ſo much improved as to 


prove the vehicle of intrigues, the paſſage of ſpies: 
and the ſpeedy conveyance of diſpatches between 
ſtates and kingdoms, | | 


Scle GEOGRAPHICAL PARADOXES, with 

their SOLUTIONS. | 

A PARADOX is an apparent falſity, but a real 

truth; it is that which, to an unthinking perſon, 

ſeems abſurd, impoſſible, but to a thoughttul man is 
lain, and as true as any problem in Euclid. 

This ſpecies of entertainment in ſcience is well 


calculated to beget an ardent thirſt in the learner 


for knowledge, and. te prompt a train of thinking, 
which in its progreſs often meets with new diſcove- 
Ties. We mall, therefore, in this place ſelect a few 
trom a work of genius on Geography, and inſert 
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their explanations which are there omitted by the 
author. | | 
Paradox 1. There are two remarkable places on 
the globe of the earth, in which there is only one 
day and one night throughout the whole year. 
Anſwer. Thele places are the two poles ; for 
to the north pole the ſun riſes on the 19th of 
March above the horizon, and diſappears not til 
the 12th of September. The dawn of this pro- 
longed day commences about the 18th of January, 
and the twilight after ſun-fet continues till the be- 


ginning of November. The ſouth pole is exactly 
the contrary, | 


Paradox 2. There are ſome places on the 


earth, in which 1t is neither thay nor night, at a 


certain time of the year, for the ſpaceof 24 hours. 


Anſwer. If by neitber day nor nig 


wilight, it may be any climate of the ſrigid zones; 
but it it be underſtood that the ſun neither riles 
nor ſets for 24 hours, the places muſt be go de- 
grees diſtant from the ſun: thus, if the ſun be in 
the equator, then the poles are the 


24 hours, halt above and halt under it, hence there 
and then it is neither day nor night. 


Paradox 3. There is a certain place of the 
earth, in which, ſhould two men chance to meet, 


the one would ſtand upright on the ſoles of the 


other's feet; neither of them ſhould feel the other's 


weight, and yet both retain their natural poſture, 
Anſwer. This ſuppoſes*a hole bored through 


u 
the earth to the oppoſite point, or the OAT 
and one man deſcended towards the centre at one 


end of the hole, and another deſcended at the other 
end of the hole, till they both meer 'at the centre ; 
ſo would they ſtand on ne other's feet witd their 


heads 


zht be meant 


laces; for at 
theſe times the ſun circuits about their horizon for 


* 


0 


heads I APY the zenith, in their natural poſture, 
without feeling one another's weight. 
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Paradox 
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There is a certain place of the 


earth, where, a fire being made, neither flame nor 
ſmoke would aſcend, but move circularly about the 
fire; moreover, if in that place one ſhould fix a 
mooth or plain table without any ledges, and pour 
thereon a large quantity of water, not one drop 
would run over the table but raiſe itſelf upon A 


heap. 


Anſwer. This place allo mult be in the centre 
of the earth. 
Paradox 5. There is a aca place on the earth 
where the {un and the moon, even at the full, may 
both heppen to riſe at the ſame time and upon the 
fame point of the compaſs. 
Anſwer. Under the north pole the ſun and the 
Full moon, both decreaſing in ſouth declination, 
may riſe in the equinoxtal points at the ſame time, 
'and under the north pole there is no other point of 
compels but ſouth. 

| Parades 6. There is a certain iſland in the Le- 
want, upon which, if two children, born at the ſame 
time, and living together ſeveral years, ſhou'd both 
die at the ſame time, yet the life of the one would 
ſurpaſs the life of the other by leveral months. 


Anſwer. 


It one of the perſons travels eaſt, and 


the other weſt, round the globe, which may be 
done in a year, there will be two days difference 
mM their account of time; if this travelling be con- 
tinued for forty years, there will be eighty days 


- Sifference in their reckonings ; and ſo many days 


older will he be who trayelled eaſtward ; than he 


ho travelled weſtward, _ 
Some perſons talking of the Va- 


Paradox 7 


ety of baſing they had ſeen one man phos in 
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# ſhort time, was interrupted by one who declared: 
he had feen a man, who in one day could do as 
muck buſineſs as an hundred ſuch men as they had 
been talking of, 1 
Anſwer. In one of the long days within the 
polar circles, in the extremities of which the days 
are Half-a- year long. | 5 | 
Paradox 8. A very great traveller aſſerted that 
he had ſeen Witſunday fall the longeſt day, on the 
ſhorteſt day, and when the days and nights were 
equal. * 
Anſwer. In the year 1739 the ſun entered Cancer 
on Whitſunday, being the tongelf day in north la- 
ritude, the ſhorteſt in ſouth latitude, 1 under the 
equator day and night equal; now the traveller 
eroſſintz the line on that day, ſees what is abore al- 
ferted. DEE 
Paradox g. There is a certain place in the 
iſland of Great Bricain where the ffars are always 
viſible at any time of the day, if the ſky is clear, 
Anſwer. , Ta a deep welt, or coal-pit, the fur- 
Founding light, which the atmoſphere ſpreads im 
the open air, is temoved from the ſighi, fo that if 
the ſhalt of the pit or well be flraight thoſe ſtars 
near the zenith will be readily difcovered, | 
Paradox 10. There is a. ternarkable river on 
che cominent of Europe. over which there is a 
bridge of ſuch a breath, that three thouſand mem 
may walk along a breaſt upon it, and that without 
in the leaſt crowding one a: ther. 1 
Anſwer. There are rivers waich, in ſome part 
of their conrfe, run under-gronnd for two cr bree 
mites, which is breadth enough for the purpoſe in 
the paradox. | 
Paradox 11. There is a certain hill in the fonth.. 
of Bohemia, on whole fummit if an Equinostal dial 


1 | D 2 be 


* E | 


40 KEY OF KNOWLEDGE. 


be duly erected, a man who is ſtone blind may 
know the hour of the day, it the ſun ſhines, 

Anſwer, Perhaps it never doth ſhine on that 
hill, becauſe there is ſaid te be a mountain which 
encircles oll Bohemia, or perhaps never till noon ; 
ſo then if you tell the blind man the ſun ſhines, 
he will tell you it is 12 o'clock. However, I know 
no way better to make a blind man's ſun-dial than 
the following. 


Fill a glaſs globe with water, which let be fixed 


in a ſphere with twelve poliſhed iren meridians, 
_ each having ſo many nicks as the number of the 


hour belonging thereto, preciſely at the diſtance of 
the focus from the globe ; ſo will the globe tull of 
water unite the ſolar rays, that they will burn at a 
d:itance ; thus, this equinoxial dial being fixed in 
the ſun-ſhine, on a hill or valley, one that 1s flone- 
bind may feel which meridian is hotteſt, and grope 
out by the nicks the number of the preſent hour, 
Paradox. 12, There is a conſiderable number 
of places lying within the torrid zone, in any of 
which if a certain kind of ſun-dial be duly erected. 
the ſnadow will go back ſeveral degrees upon the 


ame, at a certain time of the year, and that twice 


every day for the fpace of divers weeks; yet no ways 
dcrogating from that miraculous returning of ihe 
Madow upon the dial of Ahaz, inthe days of king 


Hezekiah. 


Anſwer. And where in the torrid zone, where 
the latitude is leſs than the declination of the ſun, 
and both towards the ſame pole. The ſun comes 


twice to the ſame point of the compaſs, both fore- 


ncon and afternoon, and on equinoxial dial placed 
horizontally, the ſhadow of the gnomon ſhall go 
back, plus minus, twice every day. But becaule 
the paradox mentions a certain kind of dial, I ſup; 

pole 


>» £2 


ſhines: on the upper plane, the ſhadow runs eaſt- 
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poſe it may be thus anſwered by a plain equinoxial 
dial, deſcribed on both ſides of an horizontal plane 
with two gnomons, and near the tropic, where the 
latitude and declination are equal; before the ſun 
comes to the tnathemetical horizon in the morning 
he will ſhine on the lower fide of the plane, and 
the ſhadow of the gnomon will run weſtward ad 
:njinitiem, and preſently after fix o'clock, as he 


ward till noon, and thence till fix in the evening, at 
which time the ſhadow on the lower plane will be- 
gin and run weſtward till fun ſet. | 
There may, by concave, conven; and reflex dials, 
be other ways ot {olving this paradox. : 

The author would now have proceeded to pre- 
ſent his readers with a chapter or twa-on-Appart- 
tions, Witches, and Dreams; but having antici- 
re himſelf in two treatiſes already publiſhed#; 

propofes next to treat on ſuch arts and ſciences- 
as more immediately fall under the preſent unde 
taking. 1 . 


The treatiſes alluded to are, 1. The Majeſty of 
Darkneſs diſcov ered ; on Witekes, Apparitions, - and in 
fine and ample diſplay of the invifible world: and 2. 7. 


Myſtery of Dreams; delineating their natute and, pro- 
phetical- certainty, in a gteat variety of curious ſtocies 
and a dictionary of dreams. . 
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PLEASING ENTERTAINMENTS AND 
CURIOUS TRICKS, 


To make a loaf of new bread, ſet upon a table, 
to fly off. 
ff on a quill, filling the ſame with quickſi lver 
and l topping it cloſe, thruſt the ſame into a 
hot loaf newly drawn out of the oven, and the loat 
will dance upon the table. 


9 To malie an egg fly about. 
Tanke a gooſe egg, and after the opening and the 


dleanſing of it, take a batt that flies in the evening 


which put into the ſhell ; then glue it faſt on the 

tOp, and the bat will fly away with it, which will 

be thought to fly in the air of itſelf, 

To know a counterfeit 55 from a natural precious 
one. 

Rub the ſtone on lead, and if it change the co- 

lour, it is counterfeit ; if not, it is natural. 

How a man may put his finger, or waſh his hands 

in melted lead, without danger of burning, 

Take one ounce of quickſilver, two ounces of 


good bol-armoniac, half an ounce of camphire, and 


two ounces. of aquæ- vitæ; mingle them together, 
and put them into a brazen mortar and beat them 


Muh a peſtle ; having ſo done anoint your. hands 
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all over with this ointment, and you may put your 
finger into melted lead, or you may walh your hands 


therewnh,—Il you pour the lead upon them it will 
neither Burn nor ſcald you. | 


To make Hair ſhine lthe Gol, 


Take colewort ſtalks, day and burn them, and 
with the aſhes make a lye to waſh the hair. 


To make one behold dreadful /ights in his ſleep. . 


Take the blood of a lapwing, aud enoint there- 
with the pulſes of the forehead of the perſon going 
to reſt, —If in the evening before going to bed a 
man eat a ſmall quantity of night-thade or man- 
drake, he ſhall ſee pleaſant ſights in his dream, 


"To make a blown bladder ſhip from place to place 


Put quikfilver in a bladder, and lay the bladder 
in a hot place, and it will ſæip up and down with- 
out handling. nat) " | 

To produce a Chicken- mithout a Hen. 

Take an egg and lay it in the powder of  hen's 
dung, dried and mingled with ſome of the hen's 
feathers. | SIS 7 ; 

To put an Egg into a Pfial. 

Steep the egg two days and two nights in vinegar, 
and then roll it on a table ſoftly, and it will ſtreteh 
ſo that you may put it into a phial, or draw it 
through a ring. on e 5 


To cauſe the * flick to a. man's lips that. it can 


s 
4 


. kardly be pulled away. | , 
Take the milk ot a fig-tree, mingle-it- with tra- 


x 
. „ - 
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gacanth, and anoint the brim of the cup with. it, 
which when dry will not be ſeen; then give it to 
any one full of wine to drink, and it will, before 
he has done drinking, flick ſo faſt to his lips, that 
it will be difficult, it not 1mpoſkble, to pluck it 
away. 5 
To ſcem to kill d Horſe and to cure him again. 
Take the ſeed of henbane, and give it to the. 
horſe in his provender, and it will caſt him into 
ſuch a deep ſleep that he will ſeem dead. To re- 
cover him, rub his noftrils with vinegar and he will 
ſeem to be revived. 
How to pull laces out of your mouth of what colour 
or length you ht, and never any thing /cen 
therein. 
Put one round bottom in your mouth as. faſt as 


von pull out another, and at the juſt end of every 


yard tie a knot, ſo as the ſame reſts. upon the teeth, 


then cut off the fame; for ſo the ſpectators are 


doubly and trebly deceived, feeing as much lace as 
will be contained in a hat, and the ſame of what 
colour you liſt to name, to be drawn by fo even 
yards out br mouth, and to talk as if yuu had 
nothing at aff in yvtr mouth, 

To thruſt a Boilkin into your Head without hurt. 
Take a bodkin, Io made as the bak being hollow 
the blade thereof may flip into it as ſoon as you 
{hall hold the point upwards, .and ſet the ſame to 
your torthend and ſeentt tb thrift it in, and To with 
a little ſpunge in yor hand, yott may bring out 
blood or wine, making the behelders believe that 


it comes out of your forehead ; then alter the coun- 
_ tenance of pain and grief, pull away your hand 


ſuddenly 


KI 
A A | FY 
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ſuddenly holding the point downwards, and it 
will fall out, yet not ſeem to have been thruſt into 
the haft; but immediately thruit that bodkin into 
your lap or pocket, and pull out another plain bod- 
kin like the ſame, ſomething bloody. 


To make any fowts have their feathers white, 

Take the eggs and roll them in the herb called 
mouſe- ear, or in hoale-leek, or in oil, put the eggs 
in the neſt again, and after hatching, the Fowls will 
grow white. | 


To make a ſword or dagger cut iron as enfuy as 
| ead. 

It a ſword or dagger, or knife, being only iron, 
and taſhioned, and being red-hot, be quenched in 
the juice of radiſh, mixed in the water of freſh 
worms diſtilled according to art, being before fome- 


what bruiſed,” that ſuch a ſword, dagger, or kniſe, 


will have ſuch a ſtrange edge it ii be quenched four 
or ſive times in this water, that you may. cut iron 
as eaſily with it as if it were lead. 


To make Steel 2s /ofs as paſte. 

Take the gall of an ox, man's urine, verjuice, 
and the juice of nettles, of each a little quantity, 
and mix them well togethex, then quench the ſteel 
red-hot in this liquor, and it wil h he as loft as paſte. 
A curious example of a trick played. with quick= 

bh ber. | 

An old woman on a Sunday was making dump» 
lings, when two ot her grandſons came to ſee her, 
and, being merrily diſpoſed, while her back was 
turned conveyed {ome quickſilver into the _ 

| ; . | al 
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| and then took their leave. The old woman left 
the care of the cooking to her grand-davghter, and ſums 
' went herſelt to church, charging her to be careful Trop 
| and Kim the pot in which was to be boiled the three 
du:nplings and a leg of mutton. The girl was very | (4m 
careful to watch when the pot boiled, ahd taking ok tl 
off the cover, out jumped a dumpling, which ſhe noth 
mltantly put in again, when out. ftew another, and will 
another after that, which ſo terrified the girl that eact 
the ran with all fpced to the church; the old wo- | 
man ſeeing her come, ſhook her head, winking at 
her, as much as to ſay, begone!“ At Halt che 
girl cried out before the whole congregation * all ? 
your nodding and winking does not 2 for the * 


leg of mutton: bas beat the dumplings out of the FF 
pot.“ This cauled much laughter, and the old NF 
woman's two grandſons, being then on their knees, 1 F | 
Jaw plainly the pleaſing effet of their experiment; a 
but to play tricks with quickſilver ſhould be done NW _ 
wich no imall circumſpectivn, as it is rather dan- = 
gerous; for 1 well remember an incident that oc» 
curred ſome years ago-in a. village in Northumber— uy” 
land, where ſome blades tried a fimifar experiment | © 
with a haggis, on a Sunday too, which jumped out 
ot the pot, flew out at an open caſement, and ran 1 
down the green, juſt as the people were returning | © 
from church, and unluckity burſting juſt as ati O] 
| | þ 8. t 
gentlewoman was getting over the flile, projected 
tes contents all over her face and forced her back. l 
wards, to the no {mall amazement of ſome, and the l 
; diverfion of many of the ſpeckators. 


A puzzling mathemetical Queſtzon to be propoſed 

1 ä for Solution. 
Set down three ſums on paper, and ſay to the 
company—** Ladies and gentleman, there are three 
: | ſums 
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ſums very different. from each other, and very 
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proportionate, yet I wiſh to divide them among 
three perſons, lo that they may each have an equal 
ſum, and yet without altering any thing in either 
of the ſums. This will appear very difacult, yet 
nothing is ſo ſimple and eaſy ; one ſingle addition 
will ſuffice to prove to you, that the amount of 


each ſum will be the ſame, Example! 
| 5134122. 


Operation, 


01254. 
7218. 


the following manner. 
: Say 5 and 1, make 6; g more, 9; 4 more, 13; 
|. * more” 14; 2 more, 16; and 2 more, 
down 18. 
Make the addition of the ſecond ſum in the ſame 
manner as you have done the firſt, and you will 
find the ſame fum of 18, 


* 


Then proceed to the third as in the tuo prece- 
ding, and the pzgduft will alſo be 18. | 


will have only 18, as I have 


” 


than to be attentive in ſetting down the ſums, to 
make the number ſo that each ſum may amount 


only to 18. 


„That halt multiply by 3 —*That f have don 
Achat produkt even or odd PP nts I 


Caſt up the firſt of theſe ſums in 


18; let 


- 


Here then is my diviſion. made, and each perſon 


oing example. 


proved by the foie- 


By. this we fee, that nothing more is required 


To tell à Perſon any Number he thinks on. 


Say—* Multiply your number by 3˙.—“ It ig 
done. Is the produtt odd or even? 
odd.“ add one, and halve ut,” It is done. 


— 


* 


* It 16 


t is odd.“ 
— * Then 
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— Then add one to it, half that ſum, and tell 
me how many g's are in the half.“ 


Je Rule, For the firſt addition to an odd num. 
ber account 1; for the ſecond addition reckon 2, 


which makes g: and for each 9g in the hall of the 


ſecond product count 4; thefe added will make the 
number thought on: as for example, if he ſays 
two 9's, then the number thought on was 11, 
which you may prove at your leiſure, 

N. B. When the number is even, and there is 
no addition required, you only reckon 4 for each 
6, as betore directed. | 


| 


CHAP, V. 
XXIV E ſhall in this chapter preſent the reader 
: with a continued variety of philoſophical 
mathemetical, and curious amuſements, before we 


proceed to the more myſterious matters propoled 
in our plan. | | N ; 


To break a Staff upon two Glaſſes. 
Place the glaſſes (being full of water) upon two 


Joint flools, equally diſtant from the ground, and 


from one another the length of the ſtaff; then 


place the ends of the ſtaff upon the edges of the 
two glaſſes, ſo that they be ſharp ; this dane ſtrike 


the ſtaff in che n1ddle with all the force Au can 
with another ſtaff, and it will break without, Preak- 
ing the glalles, or ſpilling the water, 


: k 
< . 
. ren 
1 
1 


55 | . 4 Winter, 


J > a dn. nn. 


e glaſs with ink the 118 croeked or ſtraight, 


KEY OF KNOWLEDGE. 49 


A Winter Evening's Entertainment, by making 
| Water y 52s by the Fire. ide. | 
Set a quart pot upon a ſtool before the fire, 
having. previouſly thrown a little water upon the 
ol, put an handſul of ſnow into the pot, and alſo 
convey into it privately an handtul of ſalt. Hold 
faſt the pot with one hand, and with a ſhort ſtick 
ſtir the coutents with the other, as if you was 
churning butter; in halt a quarter of an hour the 
pot will treeze ſo hard to the ſtool, that you can 
{carcely with both hands diſengage ii. 2730 


To ſaſſen a Sixpence at the end of a common 
Ihread and after burning the Thread, to leave 
the Sixpence ſuſpended at the end of it. 


This ſurpriſing manœuvre, which long puzzled 
ail the learned in thele arts, is performed by the 
moſt ſimple means as follows; ſoak the thread in 
{alt and water for ſome time, and then dry it be- 
fore the fire; the ſaline particles adhering to the 
thread, though imperceptible, will immediately -* 
catch the flame of the candle, and burn like ſo much 
tow, and yet the body of the thread will remain 
firm and undiminiſhed ; you mult not touch the 
thread during the operation, otherwiſe it will pul- 


| 5 
vetize and crumble to alhes, | 


Io cut a Looking glaſs, however thick without | 
bye aſſiſtance of a Diamond, = 
Take a bit of walnut-tree, about the thickneſs 
of a candle, and cut one of its ends to a-point; 


put that end in the fire, and let it burn till it is 
quite red. While the ſtick is burning, draw on 


whick 


— 


1 


— 
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which you mean to purſue in cutting; then take a 


file or a bit of glaſs, and ſcratch a little the place 
where you begin; then take the ſtick red-hot 
from the fire, and lay the point of it about the 
twemieth part of an inch, or thickneſs of a guinea 
from the marked place; taking care to blow al- 
ways on that point, to keep it red; follow theline 
darwn, ſtill leaving the above diſtance every time 
you prelent your piece of wood, winch you mult 


lake care to blow frequently; after having thus 


exactly traced the line drawn, the ſeparation. will 
require y -u ty pull the pieces up and down for a 
moment, and they will lately divide. 


To make Steel like Lead. 


Take a piece of ſteel and put it into a crucible, 
then cait in an handful of powdered-antimony : as 
toon as your crucible begins to be red, for which 
purpoſe: no great fire will be required, your piece 
ot ſteel will melt like lead. Pour it then into an 
eatthen veſſel, or a wedge mould; to dilcover that 
your attempt has ſucceeded. 


Tue following is another method ot performing 


the above operation: put a piece of ſteel in the 
fice, and when red hot, hold it with a pair of pin- 
cers or tongs; take in your other hand a piece of 
Lrimſtone, and touch the piece of ſteel with: it; 
and immediately after their contact, you will be- 


hold the ſteel melt and diop like a liquid, 


R is thus that the ſaw and edge-tool makers 


avail themſelves of caſting ſteel into what form 


tuits their conveniency; a męthod infinitely ſupe- 


rior and leſs laborious than the uſual antiquaied 


Way of hammering. 
k 0 ; 
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| A philoſophical Muſhroom, 
Provide yourſelf with a glals which terminates 
in a poini internally, and which muſt ſtand on a 
large bottom. Put into the glas one ounce of 
ſpirits of nitre, well rarified ; then pour over it an 
ounce of eſfential oil of guaiacum; this mixture 
will produce a very <onfſiderable ferment. mixed 
with ſmoke, out of which will ariſe, in the ſpace 
of three minutes, a ſpungy body pertettly. relern- 
bling a common muſhroom. 5 


To make: ſport in company with .a Tobacco-Pipe. 

Take ſaltpetre one ounce, cream of tartar one 
ounce, ſulphur half an ounce, beat them to pow- 
der fingly ; then mix them together, and put the 
powder in a paper in your pocket; you may then 
convey a grain into a pipe of tobacco, and when 
n takes fire it will give the report of a muſket, 
But not break the pipe: or you may put: as much 
as will lie on your nail, in any place upon hitte 
bits Of paper, and ſetting fire to it, chere will be the 
report of fo many great guns, without producing 


'utiy bad confe quences. 

T's recover a -lof Voce. 
Take a dram of oreb's-eves for three day's ſiic- 
cetfively ; or you may take ten drops of ballam ot 
ſulphur, in a little powdered tugar, 'twice or thrice 
a- day. ö i 

| To make a pergetual Motion, Wa 
Put very ſmall: filings of iron into agua- fortis, 
and let them remain there till the water has taken 
off he iron requiſite, Which, will happen in ſeven 
or eight hours; then take off the water and put 
E 2 vt 
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it into a phial an inch wide, with a large momh, 
and put in a ſtone of lapis calaminares and ſtop it 
cloſe, and the ſtone will keep in a perpetual mo- 
tion. V 
To make Fire burn under Vater. 


Take three ounces. of powder of ſalt. petre one | 
ounce, ſulphur-vivum three ounces ; beat, ſilt, aud 
mix them well together, fill a paſteboard or paper- 
mould with the compoſition, and it will burn under 
the water till quite ſpent. By this many a wager 
may be won, but few will believe it before they 
have ſeen it tried. : 


Ho to rub out twenty challs at five times, rub- 
Y bing out cuery time an odd one. 

Make twenty chalks or long ſtrokes upon a 
board ; then begin aud count backwards, as £09, 
19, 18, 17, rub out theſe four ; then proceed 
16, 15, 14, 13, rub out theſe tour, and begin again— 
19, 11, 10, 9, rub out theſe ; and proceed— 8, 
7, 6, 5, rub out theſe; and laſtly ſay, 4, 5, 
2, 1, by rubbing out theſe the whole 20 are oÞ.1- 
terated at five times, and every time an odd one, . 
that is the 17, 13, 9, 5, and 1. 


The wonderful Well. 


Four different coloured ſeeds, or ſmall comfits, 
ate given to one of the audience to mix together 
and throw down. the well; he then is defired to 
jet down the bucket, and name the colour he 
would have brought up fit, and ſo on fill all the 
coloars are ſeparated. inn 

The well is made to take off in the middle, in 
the lower part of which are four cells o conan 
the different ſeeds, which muſt be filled before the 
uick is perfermed, and cloſed by ſour valves 
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fimilar to the keys of a German flute; the well 
towards the bottom is made narrower, loas juſt. io 
fit the bucket, which being let down, the per former 
demands what colour the company chufes to be 


drawn up, and by touching the lever the ſeed re- 


ER wul fall into . bucket. 


NP curious Computation. 
The Old and New Teſtaments contain. 


| Old. New. | Total. 
Books, , 439 27 66 
Chapters 929 23660 1, 189 
Verſes — 23,214] 7.959 31, 595 
Words 59,439] 181,133 
Letters 2,728, 100 838, 885% vba 
Apocrypha. 
Chapters 187 . 
Verſes =» * 6,081 
Words = 152,185 


The middle chapter, and the Raft 1 in the Bible is 


Pſalm * 


The middle verſe 18 the 8th ol Pſalm c xviii. 
The middle time is 2 Chron. chap. iv. verſe 16. 
Tae word and occurs in the Old Teſtaniens 35.543 


The word 7ehovah occurs 6 855 times. 


Old Teſtament. 
The middle book is Proverbs. 


The middle chapter is Job xxix, 


E 3 


mes. 


be 
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The middle verſe is 2 Chron. ch. xx. between the 
| 17th and 15h verſes. 
The leaſt verſe is 1 Chron, ch. 1. verſe 1, 
The gilt verſe of the 7th chapter of Ezra has all 
he letters of the al pbabet. 
2 Kings ch. 19. and Iſaiah ch. e alike. 


New Teſtament. 


The middle book is Theſſalonians 2d epille 
The middle chapter is between Rom. xiii. and xiv. 
The middle verle is Atts xvii. 17. 

The leaſt verſe | is John xi. 38. 


The blind. Abbeſs and her Nuns @ curious re- 


creation. 


Twenty-four nuns are equally diſtributed in eight 
cells, built at the four coiners of a ſquare and in the 
middle of each ſide; the abbelſs on her viſit finds an 
equal number in every row,. containing 3 cells. At 
a ſecond viſit, ſhe finds the ſame number of perſons 
in each row as before, though the company was 
encreaſed by the acceſſion of four men. And com- 
ing a third ine ſhe ſtill finds the ſame number 
of "perſons in each tow as betore, though the tour 


men were then gone, and had each of them carried 


away a nun with them, _ 
A. 1 | 2 
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Let the nnns be firſt placed as in table 1, three 


in each cell; then when the. lour men have got 
into tlie cells, there muſt be a man placed in each 
corner, an | two nuns removed from thence to cach 
ot the, middle cells, as in table 2; in which eaſe 
there will evidently be flill nine in each row, and 
when the four men are gone with the four nuns 
with them, each corner cell muſt contain tour nuns, 
and every other cell one, as in table g; it being 
evident, that in this caſe: al: o, there will ſtill be nine 
in a row as betore, 


A Diſpoft ion of the Nine Digits. /o as to make 13 


each way, up or down, and alſo angularly. 
RES 
ang 
6 7 2 


eon having made choice of vera! numbers, 
N tell him whas number: will 4400 di vi de the 


Jum of thoſe he hug choſen. © 


Provide a ſmall bag divided into two parts; into 


one of which put ſeveral , tickets; numbered 6, 9, 
15, 36, 63 120, 213, 30g, &e. and in the Gier 
part put as many. other tickets marked with tbe 


* vcd gonly. -- - 


Draw a handful of tickets from the. bill art, 
and after ſhewing them to the company, put . 


time, deſire any one to take out as many tickeis as 
he chinks proper. 

When he has done this, you open orovatety the 
other part of the bag, and el him to take out ol it 
a tieket on 


Tou way 4 Lern chat the ticket (bal 


F contain | 


— 


em 
into the bag again; ; and having opened a ſecond 
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contain the number by which the amount of the 
other number is diviſible; for as each of thele 
numbers are ſome multiple of three, their ſum mult 
evidently be diviſible by that number, Jo 

An ingenions mind may eafily diwerſity this re- 
creation, by marking the tickets in one part of the 
bag with any numbers which are diviſible by g on- 


ly; the properties of both 9 and g being the ſame. 


To tell the number that another man ſhall think on, 
* be it ever ſo great. | 


Bid the party double the number which he has 


xed on in his mind: which done, bid him multi- 
ply the ſm of them both by 5 and give you the 
product (which they will never refuſe to do, it be- 
ing ſo far above the number thought) from which if 
you cut off the laſt figure of the product (which will 
always be a cypher or a 53) the number left will be 
that firſt thought upon. | 
As for example: let the number thought on be 
26, which doubled, makes 32; that multiplied by 
5, Produces £60; chen if you take away the cypher 


Which is in the laſt place, there will remain 26, the 
number thought on. 


ue three Siflers turned Apple- Women. 

A farmer had three daughters whom he fent to 
market to ſell a gies To the eldeſt. he gave 2a, 
to the ſecond 16, and to the third 10 . en- 
joining all of chem to ſell them at q a- penny, nei- 
ther more nor leſs, and charging every one to bring 


him home as much money as the other, and neither 


change apples nor money one with another. 
2 managed their market thus: a Lady's 

ſteward bought all the apples they had at 7 a-penny 

leavingbehind the odd ones: then the eldeſi ſiſter had 


gd. 
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3d. and 1 apple; the middle ſiſter 2d. and 2 apples 5 


and the youngeſt id andthree apples. The ſteward 
carrying the ſruit to his lady, ſhe liked them fo well 
that the ordered him to return for the remainder, 
bidding him purchaſe them at any rate. On his 
return he found the ſiſters had railed their price to 
a penny a- piece, which he gave them: then had the 
youngeſt ſiſter three penny- worth, the ſecond two 
penny-worth, and the eldeſt one penny-worth ; ſo 
that each carried home fonr pence, without chang» 
ing apples or money, 2 


The orclard. rob ler and the Pears. 


A boy ſtole from an orchard a certain number 
of pears; but unluckily on his retreat was met by 
three men, one after another, each of whom he 
was under the neceſſity of appeaſing as. follows; to 
the firſt he gave halt the pears he had ſtolen; who 
however, returned him 12; to the ſecond he gave 


half of the remainder, who returned him 7; and 


unto the third he gave halt the reſidue, who re- 
turned him 4, in the end he had 20 remaining, 
How many had he in his poſſeſſion when oblerved 
by the firſt man who met him; | 9 
The ſolution of this queſtion requires a back 
ward operation; for it you take 4 trom 20, 16 re- 
mains, that number doubled is g2, from which 
ſubtract 7, and 25 will remain; that doubled is 30, 


* 


trom which taking 12, there will remain g8, which 


doubled makes 76, the number required, 
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CHAP. VI. 


OCCULT PHILOSOPHY, 


F HE ancient Greek philoſophers. purſued in ha! 
their ſpeculations what they called a ſeptennial 


101 a 10 will 
diviſion, They divided the twelve times ſeven ape 
years which are altetted to mankind, into four the h 


ſlages; aſcribing to each a different mare of thoſe Ne 
internal agitations which ſeemed before 40 be in- 


en q dine 
terſperſed in the whole courſe of our exillence : a perle 
Varrety ſo much like the viciſſitude of the ſeaſons. 


7 . 1 * 1 : | 
Ihe {pring of lite, ſaid theſe fages, end at one-and- * 
twenty, the ſummer at forty-two, the autumn at 


art! 
"of ſixty three (the period of the grand+climatteric zand = 
f the extremity ot winter, which clofes the ſvene, at 'Þ fog 
"a :ephty-lour, Whoever ſutpaſſas the period may ſulp 
* 'be ſaid to renew their age, and to emer upon a fe me 
-cond-childhubd, which, however, dan uc ver arrive talo 

at maturity. | h dou 


2. The ſun- flower is endued with wonderful vir- ; 
tues ; for if gathered when'the ſun is in the fiün pu 
ſign of the zodiac, and wrapped in a 1eat ot hare), 


1 
ge: 
i 3 
WIE: 


ma 
| adding to it the tooth of a wolf, the perſon who he 
5 carries it about him ſhall find that nobody can have | 
2 the power of uſing any oche than mild language wi 
-F" to him. Alſo, it any thing has been taken from we 
1 him by ſtealth, let him lay it under his head by ſig 
_— night, and he ſhall behold the thief, and v:ew all 90 

F the circumſtances of the thett. | 
3. By holding in your hand a nettle, together lr 
with a milfoil, yon are free from the dread of all 1 


apparitions and witches, Mix it with the juice of ſen- 
en PD greet, 
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green, and ſmear your hands with it, putting a part 
into any water where there are fiſh, it will not tail 


to, attract them. Withdraw it, and they will diſ- 


perſe that inſtant. 


4. Take the herb called ſhepherd's-rod, mix it 


with the juice of the-mandrake, and it will impreg- 
nate the female of any animal it is given to, and 


creature thus produced, being ſteeped in any liquor, 
will provoke thoſe who taſte it to a quarrellome 


diſpoſition, to appeale which, ſwallow. the juice of 
the herb valerian. 


* * 


pto ſuce one of its ſpecies, The jaw- tooth of a; + 


Not leſs ſtrange is the property of the herb cela- 


dine, which if ſuſpended over the head of a ſiok 


perſon, will let him a ſinging aloud, it likely to | 


live; if to die, it will make him weep, 


The herb perriwinkle, being pulveriſed, with, 
earth. worms and ſengreen, creates affection between 
man and wife, by puttiug a {mall quantity into their 


food. A little of: the tame preparation with ſome: 
ſulphur; being throun into a: fiſh, pond, will deſtroy 
the filh ; and being applied ta the mouth of a but 


talo, will caule an exploſion, a foſteriaori tremen- 


dous to hear. 415 2 | 
3. The, herb cat-mirt, with a ſtone found in the- 


Puet's neſt, being held to the noſe of an aminal 


makes: him drop, down to all appearance, dead but 
he will ſoon. recover. 

The ſame. being put into af receptacle for; bees; 
will prevent, their going away; and though they 


* 


43 


were put into. water, and, taken. out without apy. 


ligus ol life, it, will reſtore them to their wonted vi- 
gour. in che ſpace of an hour. | 


The herb, dog's-tongue, with the heart of a youn 


frog and its matrix, in a ſhort time will collect a 


multitude. of dogs to the place Where it is 1 
55 | ut, 


- 
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Put the ſame herb under your great toe, and it will to b. 
prevent a dog's barking at you.— Tie it to a dog's the! 


| neck, in ſuch a manner that he cannot get at it I mor 
with his- teeth, and he will wheel round without will 
| ceaſing, till he fall cown apparently dead be: 
_— "The herb henbane, mixed with wild ſaffron, and +4 
8 given to a mad dog, kills him inflamly.—The juice aol 
| of theſe herbs, being put into a ſilver cup, will tail 
| break 1t into ſmall particles; and whoſoever would if it 
| bring a number of hares together, needs but to tou 
| carry it,  wuh the blood of a leveret, in a hares per 
{kin , 3 „ ä to, 
6. The lily. Gather this herb while the ſun is wil 
in- Leo, mix It with the juice of the laure], which 1 
| done, bury it ſome time under dung, and worms per 
| ſhall breed from it; which worms being reduced“ mo 
ts a powder and applied to one's neck, will not let ye: 
] the bearer ſleep: if put into a veſſe} ene are 
cow's milk, and covered with th: hide ot a cowof zl. a x 
i one colour, it will dry the udders of all. ; wh 


7. The miſletoe, was held in great veneration by 4h, 
the ancient druids of Gaul and Britain; and no 


5 
1 
* 


wonder, it they underſtood its virtue. WI 
Albertus Magnus affirms, that the miſletoe, and 
0 another herb called the martagon, have the amazing gr 
: -virtue of any lock whatſoever. K yc 
It put into the mouth ot a perſon who thinks 2 
: upon a certain thing, it will dwetl upon his memory 16 
it it be to happen; it not, he will forget it. Let ye 
. 1t be ſuſpended from a tree with the wing of a Wal- | 
A low and birds innumerable vill flock to or around it. 
| 8. The herb centaury is ſaid to have wondertul pl 
2M virtues; for, if it with the blood of the female puet — 
. is put into a lamp, all the byſtanders will think them- a 
| ſelves enchanted in ſuch a manner, that their po- * 
ſition will appear inverted, ſuppoſing their heads ft 
| to 
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to be Where their feet are: again, if thrown into 
the fire, the ſtars ſhall appear tilting at one another: 
moreover, when applied to the noſe ol any one, it 
will operate ſo as to make him run himſelf out of 
bleath for fear. | | 
9. Sage being rotten under dung, and put under 
a glaſs, will prodace a worm, or a bird having a 
tail like that of a black-bird ; the blood of which, 
if it touch a perſon's breaſt, renders the perſon fo 
touched ſenſelefs for a fortnight. Another pro- | 
perty ot it is, that if the poder it may be reduced g 
to, be put into a lamp, the room in which it burns N 
will appear full ot ſerpents. | 
10. Vervain has, among others, a ſalutary pro- 1 
pery ;—gather it when the ſun is in Aries, or the 1 
month of March, and wich a grain of piony of one "| 
year's growth, it will prove a ſpecific to thoſe who þ 
are affiiftiee with the. epileply or fits; if put into | [: 
a rich mould it will produce worms in eight weeks, 8 
which are immediate death to whoever touches 
i them. | 4 
Another property of it is to attact pigeons, which A 
when put info a dove- cot it does amazingly. _ 
Balm-gentle is an herb which when gathered | 
green, and moiſtened with juice of a cypreſs oft a2 
year's growth, and infuſed into any pattage, Wil! 
make it appear full of worms. Let it be faſtened 1 
to an ox's neck, and he will follow you wherever i 
you go. s 


/ 


It is generally allowed by the occult philoſo- 
phers, that the celeſtial bodies have a great infly- 
ence over not only herbs, plants, and flowers, but 
alſo” believed that they preſide over the actions and 
affections ot all animated beings, up to man Who is i 
ſtyled the Lord of the Creation, | - - 

| „ And 
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And though it is not our deſign to touch largely 
upon the ſcience of aſtronomy, or the arts of 
aſtrology, &c. yet 1n this place we will mention the 
twelve ſigns of the zodiac, together with theplanets ; 
the former, being twelve in number, rule the 
months in the revolving year; the latter preſide 
over their reſpettive days of the week. In this we 
follow the Roman calendar. 

1. March, is ruled by Aries, or the Ram, and 
thoſe who are born under this ſign will prove active, 
tenacious in memory, and inclined to extremes both 
in anger and affection. It bornm'on a Tueſday, du- 
ring the reign of the planet Mars, he will be prone 
to heroic deeds and probably acquire glory and re- 
nown in the defence of his country, 

2. April Taurus, or the Bull.—Broad ſhoul- 

ders, ſtrong heads, thick necks, liable to hurts in 
the limbs—great eaters—ſhort lived. 
3. May - Gemini, or the Twins.,—Delicate—ſub- 
ject to ſickneſs mild tempered— capable of real 
affection and friendſhip ſeldom long-lived—it born 
on Sunday (when the ſun predominates) a ſign ol 
riches, | | 

4. June—Cancer, the Crab, —Corpulent, ſhort— 
fond of the water - ſubject to eruptions and chronic 
diforders vicious in love. 

5. July — Leo, the Lion, Bold born to henour 
noble —generous— good underſtanding—ſulcep- 


tble of amity. ' 


6. Auguff— Virgo, the Virgin.—Sly—arttul— 


Hitle thare of ſenſe—unmarned long, or for life. 


7. September Libra, the Scales. Delicate 
ſenſible -rather raſh and haſty— admired by the 
women —and proſperous. | 3 
8. October Scorpio, the Scorpion. —Paſſionate 
—ſpiteful—deceitfal in friendſhip much devoted 
| wy. tO 
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to the fair ſex, not always happy in their connecti- 
ons many children —impoſe on others—impoled 


upon —impatient in trouble. 


9. November Sagittarius, the Archer. Wiſe 
—diſcreet—rather. grave than gay fond of ſolitude 
—ſincere in love and friend{hip—marry young 
few children -many croſſes --end in happineſs. 

10. December Capricorn. the Sea. Goat.— 


Great traveller go to ſea, and dillant countries 


liable to dangers— will furmount them become e- 
minent—rich—eſteemed, 


11. January Aquarius, the Water-Pot.— Sweet 


temper—affable—happy in wealth kind to friends 
—g*0d natured—agreeable—handſome—libeial— 
bleſt in love—many children—old age. 

12. February iſces, the Fiſhes— Trade, mer- 
chandize, wealth—pllegmatic—ſubjett to cold di- 
orders live happy in the married ſlate- many chi- 
cken, generally fons. | | 

Planets. | 2% 


1. Sol, or the Sun, rules on Sunday. 


. Luna, the Moon, Monday. | 2 4 


g. Mars, 3 Tueſday. 
Mercur —WMedneſday. 


4 

6. Fabi, - - Tbursday. 
2 — 8 
7 


Ls 


. en uf, 2 - Friday, +; 


Saturn, — Saturday. 
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CHAP. VII. 


LEGERDEM ATTN, 


8 of hand, or Legerdemain, is an art 


which affords no ſmall diverſiom to the ſpettator, 


as it appears to participate much ot the marvellous. 


The pertormer muſt be a perſon of a bold and un- 
daunted reſolution; baſhfulneſs muſt form ®.ut a 
{mall part of his natural diſpoſition, A good face 
and a volubility of tongue are eſſentially necellary, 
His addreſs muſt be eaſy, his geſtures ſtriking. his 
eye quick, his hand nimble to rac utmoſt extreme; 
and, in a word, he eught to be the polite gentleman, 
and the finiſhed performer. 


Hou to paſs the Balls through the Cups. 


Place yourſelf at the farther end of the table; pro- 
vide three cups compoſed of tin, a magic wand, tour 
{mall cork balls to play with, diſcovering never more 
than three at the ſame me upon the table. 

Always conceal one ball in your right hand, be- 
tween the middle and ring finger; having previouſly 
Pratliſed till you have attained perfection in holding 
it, as much depends upon that in all the operation. 
Then ſay : 

Gentlemen, there is three cups; 'tis true they 
are but tin— the reaſon why ? ſilver is ſomething 
dear 'I turn them into gold, it I live, &c. No 
equivocation at all; but it your eyes are not as 


| quick 
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quick as my hands, I ſhall deceive you all. View 
them within, view them all round about; where 
there is nothing in, there is nothing can come out! 


So take your balls privately between your fingers, 
and flinging one of them upon the table, fay— 
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The firſt trick that I learn'd to do, 
Was out of three to make them into two: 
Ah! ſince it can no better be, 
From half I'll cut them into three 
| | The firſt trick of dexterity. 
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The manner of doing which is this : your three 
balls being laid upon the table, ſay—“ Ladies and 
gentlemen, you ſee here are three balls, and there 
are three. cups; that is a cup for each ball, and a 
ball for each cup.” Then taking the ball which 
you have in your right hand, which you are always 
to keep private, and clapping it under the firſt cup, 

take up one of the three balls with your right hand. 

F appearing to put it into your left hand, but retaining 

it ſtill in your right, ſhut your left in due time, and 
Tay—Prefto, Begone f 

Then taking the ſecond cup up ſay—* Ladies and 

- gentlemen, you ſee there is nothing under my cup:“ 

— ſo clap the ball under that in your right hand, and 

then take the ſecond ball up with your right hand. 

and ſeem to put it into your left, but retain it in your 

right, ſhutting your left hand in due time, as before, 
ſaving---Vada, begone! F | 

Then taking the third cup, fay---* Ladies and gen- 

tlemen, you ſce there is nothing under my laſt cup ;!” 
then clapping the ball under your right hand, and 
taking the third ball up with your right-.hand, and 

ſeeming to put it under your left, but retaining it in 

your right hand, and ſhutting your left hand in 
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due time, as beſore, ſaying---Prejſio, make haſle ! 


vou now have your three balls come under your 
three cups, and lo lay your three cups down on the 
table, | 

Then with your right hand take up:the firſt cup. 
and then clap the bail under that you have in your 
right hand, laying- -“ Gentlemen; this being the 
fri{t ball, I'N put it into my pocket :*' but you: muſt 
fill keep it for play in your right hand. 

In the lame manner take up the ſecond cup with 
your right hand, and ſay. “ This alſo I take and 
put into my pocket.“ 

Likewile take the third cup and clapping it down 
again, convey the bail that you have in your right 
Hand under the cup; then take the third ball, ſay- 
ing- Gentlemen, this being the laſt ball, I take 
and put it in my pocket; adding, after a litle heſi- 
tation. Gentlemen, by a little of my powder of 


" Hocus Pocus, I command theſe balls under the 


3 


cups again.“ So lay them all along the table to 
the amazement of the ſpectators. 

 Fhen take up the firſt cup, and clapping the ball 
under that in your right hand, and then taking the 


- firſt hall with the right hand, ſeeming to put the 


ſame into your left, but retain it ſtill in your right, 


then ſay---Vaga, be gu ck; begene when I bid you 


and run under the cup. 


When taking that cup up again, flinging that 
under whicti you Have in, your right hand; then 
you muſt take up the ſecond ball, and appear to put 
it under your left, but retain it in the right, ſaving, 
Gentlemen, fee how the ball runs on the table,“ 
ſeeming to fling it away. 

So taking the ſame cup up again, and clapping 


the ball under as before, take the third ball in your 


right hand, and appear to put it under your leg, 
WE All 
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ſtill keeping it in your right; with your left hand 
ſeem to fling it into the cup, and all the three balls 
will appear under one cup. 
When, by ardent practice and unwearied dili- 
gence, you have completely acquired the art of per- 
forming theſe manceuvres with the cups, you may 


change the balls into apples, pears, plumbs, or into 
living birds, &c, 


The Magic Tantlorn. 


The magic lanthorn-is a ſmall' optical machine, 


which ſhews by a gloomy light upon a white wall, 
monſters ſo hideous, that thoſe who are ignorant of 
the ſecret believe to be performed by magic, The 
body of this inſtrument is generally made of tin, 


and in the ſhape ofa lamp. Towards the back is 


a concave looking-glaſs of metal, which may either 
be ſpherical or \parabolical, and which, by a grove 


made in the bottom of the lanthorn, may be either 
advanced nearer, or kept farther back from the 
lamp, in which is uſed oiFor ſpirit of wine. The: 
match ought to be a little thick, that when it is 
lighted it may caſt ſuch a light that may eaſily re- 
fle& from the glaſs to the fore part of the lanthorn, 
where there is an aperture, with a perſpective com- 


poſed of two glaſſes, that make the rays converge 
and magnify, the object. 3 - 7 


When you mean to ule this inſtrument, light 


the lamp, the blaze of which will be much aug- 
mented by the looking-glaſs at a commodious. di- 
ſtance. Between the tore part and the perſpective 
glaſs you have a trough, made on purpole, on which 


you are to run along a flat frame, wukh. tranſparent 
colours upon glaſs; then all theſe little figures, 


paſſing ſucceſſively before the perſpective glaſs, 


through which the light of the lamp paſſes, will be 
EA | painted: 
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painted and repreſented with the fame colours upon 
the wall of a dark room in a gigantic and mon— 


ſtrous manner. 


By this lanthorn you may ſhew any man or wo- 
man, or living or dead, and repreſent beaſts, birds, 
fiſnes, and every form in nature. 


Ne multiplied Pieces. | 
The performer lays a dozen of round tin pieces, 
the ſize of half-a=crown, upon the table: he then 


- deſires one or the company of take them in his 


hand and hold them faſt; he demands how many 
he would haye, from twelve to twenty, and caulcs 
him to count down the number required. 

This trick conſiſts in the palming of eight piece 
in the right hand, holding it ſtrait, and uſing it 
in ſuch a manner as if there was nothing in it. 
After he has defired the perſon to take the twelve 
pieces in his hand, he orders him to count them, 
down on the table, to be convinced they are right, 


and in puſhing them together, that the perſon may 


not count them in the taking up again, he ſlips the 


Eight concealed pieces-in his hand among the reſt, 


e then aſks the perſon how many he defires, 


Irom twelve to twenty, and the higheſt number is 
generally choſen. 


Te double Tranſpofition. 


Alter the preceding operation, the performer bor- 


rows three rings from different perſons, and covers 
them with a tin cap; he then commands the rings 
to diſappear, and the twenty pieces to appear in 
their place, and vice verſa. 


The performer is provided with twenty tin pieces 


 rivetted together, with holes through them all but 


the uppermoſt, large enough to receive the rings; 
* is | 1 - thete 
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theſe he conceals in the cap before he begins the 
pertormance; he then covers the rings with the 
cap, and takes the looſe pieces in his hand, and in 
knocking under the table conveys them away : he 
then takes the cap by the top, the rings are gone, 
and the pieces appear. He now coversthem again, 
and, by knoeking under the table a ſecond time, 
lets you hear the pieces jingle into his hand, and | 
in lifting up the cap, he pinches the fides cloſe, Þ} 
and by that means takes up the pieces which. are 
talt together, and the rings appear again. 


To appear to ſwallow a long Pudding. 
Tais pudding, as it is called by performers in 
\. #:g:rdemain, is compoſed of tin, and conſiſts of 12 
| Or 1g little hoops, in round and little ringlets, ſo 
that they may almoit ſeem to fall one through ano» 
ther; having at the biggeſt enda little hole, that it 
may not injure, your mouth. Hold this pudding 
privately in your left hand, with the end having the 
hole uppermoſt, and take a ball out of your pocket 
with your right hand. Then uſe ſome cant phraſe, 
as—** If here is ever a maid who has loſt her 
maidenhead, or an old woman who 1s out of con- 
ceit with herſelf, let them come to me; for this 
ball is a preſent remedy.” Then appear to put the 
ball into your left hand, but let it ſhp into your lap, 
and clap the pudding into your mouth,. which the 
ſpectators will imagine to be the ball that you juſt 
exhibited ; then decline your head, and open. your 
mouth, and the pudding will fall down. at its full 
length, which with your right hand you may ftnke | 
back into your mouth ; doing this three or four 1 
tines, you may dilcharge it into your hand, and 
clap it iato your pocket without any ſuſpicion, by 
making a few wry faces after. it, as if it ſtuck in 
| your 
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your throat, and if you add a httle {miting gently 
on your throat on each ſide with your fiſt, the pud- 
ding will ſeem to clink, as if it was fixed there; 
then exelaim—“ Thus, Ladies and Gentlemen, the 
High Germans preſerve their teeth, by throwing 
their puddings, precipitately down their throats,” 


53. Sympathetic Lamp. 


This lamp is placed on a table. At a diſtance 
you blow through a tube, without directing the air 
to the ſpot where the lamp is; yet the lamp is ex- 
tinguiſhed as if you blew it out. 

This lamp in its baſe has a {mall bellows, the 
wind ot which 1s conveyed by a little tube to the 
flame. The conſederate, by moving the levers, hid 
in the table, puts in motion the bellows, to extin- 
guiſh the lamp at the moment required. 

Or this trick may be done by having a ſpring in 
the baſe of the lamp, to draw the wick into the 
ſocket, when the lever is moved in the table, by 
which you may make it appear or diſappear at 
pleaſure. = 


The viſible invi/able. 


Diſplay upon a large looking-glaſs a variety of 
verſes and figures, ſuch as may be agreeable to the 
company. Hand round the glals, that all may be- 
hold the devices; then take your handkerchief and 
wipe the glals, and all the writing and drawing will 
be obliterated. Then defire any one in the com— 
pany to breath upon the glaſs, and that moment it 
is done all the characters become as viſible as ever. 

This is done by writing with French chalk, which 
is a compound of a greaſy, but extraordinary nature, 
and is often uſed to draw portraits upon looking- 
glaſſes, when the picture may be viſible or inviſible, 

| | as 
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as the poſſeſſor thinks proper, only by breathing or 
wiping of it, and it will continue ſo for many 
months, ' | 
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CHAP, VIII. 


A CONTINUATION OF MAGICAL OPERA- 
TIONS, &c. | 


A piece of money ſhut ub in a box, whack of. it/elf, 


without being touched, makes its appearance to 
the company, 


A perfon is required to hold -a box, into which 
is put before his eyes a piece of money or, a ring. 
You ſtand at a «diſtance, and bid him ſhake the box 
gently ; the piece is heard to rattle withinfide. He 
is again deſned to ſhake it, and then it is not heard 


to rattle, The third time it again is heard; but the 


fourth time it is gone, and is found in the ſhoe of 
one of the company. 8 

The box muſt be made on purpole, becaufe all 
the performers of tricks ſell them: that one which 
has cauſed ſuch wonder at Paris and London, only 
differs from the others, as being ſomewhat better 
fabricated, belonging to a perſon who embelliſhes 
his tricks with all poſſible advantages. | 


This box is made in ſuch a manner, that in 
ſhaking it gently up and down, the piece within 
it is hard. On the contrary, ſhaking it hard ho- 
rizontally, a little ſpring which falls on the piece, 
prevents it from being heard, which makes you 
imagine it is not within, The performer then 
touches the box, under pretence to ſhew you bo 
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to ſhake it, and although it is locked, gets out the 
piece by means of a ſecret opening, availing him- 
ſelf of that moment to put in a falſe piece, and to 
leave the box with the ſame perſon ; and he cauſes 
you either to believe that the piece is not within, 
according to the manner the box is ſhaken. , At 
length the original piece is found in the ſhoe of 
one of the company, either by means cf a perſon 
in the conlederacy, and furniſhing him with a fi- 
milar piece, or by ſending ſome expert perſon to 
flip it on the floor. In this laſt caſe it is diſ- 
covered on the ground, and you perſuade the per- 
ſon that it fell from his foot, as he took it out oft 
his ſhoe, | | 8 


The little Sport/man. 


This is a figure which holds a bow with an | 


arrow, which ſhoots it at the inſtant required, and 
hits a paper placed oppoſite on the top of a pe- 


deſtal. This paper is divided into ſeveral ſquares, - 
which are numbered, and the arrow always flies 5 


and hits in the number choſen by one of the com- 
pany. 2 


The action of the ſpring which impels it, is re- 


flrained by a little pin, which the confederate lets 
go at pleaſure, by moving the levers hid in the ta- 
ble; when you puſh this pin, the arrow flies with 
rapidity to the paper, like the operation of a mui- 
ket lock when you pull the trigger. In placing 
the automaton on the table, it muſt be in ſuch a 
manner that the arrow be directed to one of the 
circles numbered on the paper. | 

To cauſe that number to be choſen againſt which 
the arrow is pointed, you muſt preſent to the 
ipeQator cards numbered, and dexterouſly make 
him chuſe the number required, which depends on 


KEY OF KNOWLEDGE, Ws. 


on a peculiar addreſs, that it is ſcarcely poſſible to 
deſcribe it by words; yet in general it may be 
ſaid to come under one of the following heads : 


Firſtly, to put at the bottom the card to be choſen; 


Secondly, to keep it always in the ſame place, al- 
though you mix, or pretend to mix the cards. 


Thirdly, to paſs the card to the middle when you 


preſent the pack. Fourthly, to pals many cards 
before the hands of the ſpectator, to perſuade him 
that he may chuſe indifferently. Fifthly, to pals 
the ſame cards with ſuch rapidity, that he cannot 


take any but the card intended. Sixthly, to ſlip 


complaiſanily into his hand the card you wiſh to 


be taken, at the very moment when, the better to 


deceive him, you pray him moſt graciouſly to take 
which card he chuſes. | N 


The Cheſt that opens at command. 


Within this cheſt there is a ſmall figure of 
Mahomet, in the body of which is a ſpring made 
ot braſs wire, twiſted in a ſpiral form, By his 
means the little figure, though higher than the 
cheſt, can, by the accommodation of the ſpring, 
be contained within when it is ſhut, as the ſpring 
in the body cloſes and ſhortens. The cheſt is 
placed on levers concealed on the table, which 
communicate their motion, by the aſſiſtance of the 
confederate, to the bolt of the lock; as ſoon as the 
ſtaple is diſengaged, the ſpring in the body of the 
figure finding no reſiſtance but the weight of the 
lid, forces it open, | 


The Watch beat to pieces in a Mortar. 


A watch is borrowed from ane of the company, 


which, being put into a mortar, ſhortly alter ano- 
ther perſon is requeſted to beat it to pieces with a 
| 5 peille 
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_ peſtle. The guts are then ſhewn to the company 


pathy with their feelings for the little priſoner, 


entirely bruiſed : in a, ſew minutes the watch, is 


returned entire to its owner, who acknowledges it 


to be his property. | | 
The mortar muſt be placed near a concerted. 


trap, and mult be covered: with a napkin, in order 


thut the aſſiſting party may ſubſtitute another watch 
unperceived by the ſpettators. You. mult provide 
vaurſelt with a watch reſembling the: firſt; in its 
ſize, &c. which will not be: very difficult, as you 
may either be furniſhed with. a watch by a perſon 


with: whom the matter is preconcerted, or by ad- 


dreſſing yourtelt to ſame one whole watch you 
haue before obierved and procured yourlelt one 
lis . . 

After having replaced all the pieces in che mor- 
tar, you muſt cover them a ſecond. time with a 


napkin, and whilſk you amuſe the company with 


ſome trick or ſtory, you afford time to your confe- 


derate to take che bruiſed pieces, and replace the 


firſt watch in the mortar. 


To ſhoot a bird flying, with a gun loaded with 
Fo uder, and bring it tg life again. 

Put into your piece the uſual charge of powder, 
but inſtead of ſhot put half a charge of quiek ſilver. 
Prime and ſhoot; if your piece bears never fo 
little near. the bird, it will, find ufelt ſtunned and 
benumbed to ſuch a degree as to fall to the ground 
in a fit. As it will regain its ſenſes in a few mi- 


nutes, you may make uſe of the time by ſaying 


chat you are going to bring it to life again. This 
will greatly aſtoniſh the company: the ladies na- 


tufally will intereſt themfelyes in favour of the 


bird, and intercede for its liberty; and your ſym- 


may 
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may be the means of ſome of them ſympathiſing 


with yours, « 


Ie reſurrection of the dead bird. | 
Preſent to the company two eggs, to chuſe one 
of them, On breaking the one choſen a. Canary» 
bird is difcovered alive: a lady in the company is 
requeſted te take it into Fer hands, and ſhortiy at- 
ter the bird dies. You take it again for a moment 
to put it into a glaſs on the table in à ſew minutes 
you take up the glaſs, and the bird flies off. | 
You muſt empty two eggs, and take halt of the 
ſhell of each, and adjuſt the two halves together, 
by the aſſiſtance of a mall bit of paper, which you 
glew in the form of a zone or equator. Being ſo 
arranged they repreſent an egg, and are capable of 
Holding a Canary-bird, providing you make a ſmall 
pin -hote to fupply the bird with wire When you 
deliver the bud to the perſon who is to hold , 
you kill © ty the preſſure of your thumb and fore- 
finger; you afterwards put it under a glaſs which 
Covers a trap, and your eonfederqae ſubſletutes a liv- 
ing bird in the place of the dead one. 272 
To fhew, the hen and egg-bag, and to bring 100 
. Eggs out of an empty bag, and a live hen, 
Make a double bag of primed licen or calico.. 
At the mouth” of the bag, on the fide next you, 
wake four or five lit:le purſes, in which put Wo 
or three eggs in a purſe, and ſo proceed till yo 
have-filled that fide next you. At ene end of your 
bag have a hole, that no more than two or «hree 
eggs come out at once. You muſt likewiſe have 
another bag exaUly like the other, into which put 
| „ 5 a hen 
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a hen, and hang it on a hook on the fide where 
ou ſtand. Then thus proceed: 

Take the egg-bag and put both your hands into 
it; then turn it inſide out, to let the company ſee 
that there is nothing in it, and in turning it again 
you mult ſlip {one ot the eggs out of the purles, 
as many as you think fir, and then turn your bag 
again, and ſhew the company it is empty, and in 
turning it again you command more eggs to come 
out ; when all are out but one, you muſt take that 
egg and (hewit; then drop down your egg-bag, 
take up your hen-bag, and ſo ſhake out your hen, 
Pigeon, or any other fowl. 


Of conveying money out of one hand into th: other. 


This is a piece of entertainment not much infe- 
2107 to the balls, and is more ſimple in the pe:- 
formance. The beſt piece to play with is a ſix- 


pence, which you -are to hold in the palm of your 


hand or if a {maller piece, between your fingers, 
almoſt at the end of them. Firſt hold open your 


night hand, and lay the piece upon it, and lay upon 


that the top of your long left finger, uſing words 
of incantation, and on a ſudden flip your right 
hand from the finger holding down the money, 
drawing your right hand through your left, by 
which it will ſeem that you had left the money 
there, especially when in due time you {ſhut your 
left hand, which, that it may more plainly appear 
to be really done, you may take a knife and appear 
to knock againſt it, ſo as it may make a great ſound. 
To make a teaſter leap out of a pot, or to Tun a- 
LH long upon the table. 

The method of performing this trick is thus; 


tie a long hair of a woman's head to the piece, 
per- 


LW _— a 1 5 
er * 


KEY OF KNOWLE DOE. 77 


perforated with a Spamfſh needle near the rim; 
then holding the hair, in your hand caſt it into the 
pot, and ſo, after uſing certain words of enchant- 


mem, for which you muſt never be at a loſs, draw 


out the teaſter, and cauſe it to move quick or flow 
at the motion of your hand round the table. 

Theſe tricks are always molt ſucceſsfully played 
by candle-jight, and by the aid of a confederate, 


To put a piece of money into the hands of one f 
the company, and another ſimilar piece into your 
own, and with words convey them both into the 

perſon's hands. | 
Take two ſixpenny pieces evenly, ſet together, 
and put the ſame inſtead of one into a ſtranger's 
hand, and then making as though you put one into 
your own-lett hand, with words you ſhall make it 
appear that you convey. the piece in your on. 
hand into his; for when you open your's there: 
will be nothing ſeen; and he opening his will dif-. 
cover two, where he thought there was but one, 


How to walk on an hot iron bar, without any 
danger of burning or ſcal ding. 
Take half an ounce of camphire, diffolve it in 
two ounces of aqua-vitz, add to it one of quiekſil- 
ver, one ounce of liquid ſtorax. which is the drop- 
pings of myrrh, and hinders the camphire from r- 
ig take alſo two ounces of hematis, which is a 
red ſtohe to be had at the druggitt's; and when 
you buy it Jet them beat it to powder in their great 
mortar, {gr being very hard it cannot well be beat 
in a ſmall one; put this to the above: mentioned 
compoſiiion, and when you intend 10 Walk on Ko 
; 2 FEY 4 ar, 


4 * 4 1 


14 
+ 
iy, 
$04 


9 
i * 


j oo 
/ NY 
= 


78 - KEY OF KNOWLEDGE. 


bar, anoint well your feet with it, and you may walk 
over without danger or the leaſt inconvenience. 


— 
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ASTROLOGICAL CALCULATION BY DRY- 
DEN, AND OTHER AMUS EMENTS, 


x RYDEN, the celebrated poet of the 17th 


century, was remarkably fond of judicial 
aſtrology, and even ventured to calculate the na- 
tivities of his own children, When his lady was 
in labour with his ſon Charles, he being told that 
it was decent to withdraw, Jaid his watch upon the 
table, begging one of the ladies then — in 
a moſt ſolemn manner, to take exact notice of the 
very minute that the child was born, which ſhe 
did, and acquainted him with it. 
About a week after, when his lady was pretty 
well recovered, Mr. Dryden took occaſion to tell 
her that he had been calculating the child's nati- 
vity ; and obſerved with griel, that he was born in 
an evil hour; for Jupiter, Venus, and the Sun, 


*were all under the Earth, and the lord of the al- 


cendant afflicted with a hateful ſquare of Mars and 


Saturn. If he lives to arrive at the 8th year,” 


faid he, he will go near to die a violent death, 


on his very birth-day ; but if he ſhould eſgape, of 


which 1 ſee but very {mall hopes, he will, in the 
23d you be under the very ſame evi} direction; 
and If he ſhould eſcape that alſo, the gd and gath 
year is dread— Here he was interrupted by the 


immoderate grief of his wife, who could no longer 


hear calamity propheſicd to befal her ſon. The 
time 
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time at laſt came, and Auguſt was the inauſpicious 
month, in which young Dryden was to enter into 
the 8th year of his age. The court being in pro- 
greſs and Mr. Dryden at leiſure, he was invited to 
the country ſeat of the Earl of Berkſhire, his 
brother-in-law, to keep the long vacation with him 
at Charleton in Wiltſhire ; his lady was invited to 
her uncle Mordaunt's to pals the remainder of the 
ſummer. When they came to divide the children, 


Lady Elizabeth would have him take John, and 


ſuffer her to take Charles; but Mr. Dryden was 
too abſolute, and they parted in anger, he took 
Charles with him, and ſhe was obliged to take 

F | 
J When the fatal day came, the anxiety of the 
lady's ſpir its occaſioned ſuch an eſſerveſcence of 
blood, as threw her into fo violent a fever that her 
life was deſpaired of, till a letter came from Mr. 
Dryden, reproving her for her womaniſh credulity, 


and aſſuring her that the child was well: which 


recovered her ſpirits, and in fix weeks after ſhe 
received an eclairciſement of the whole affair. 

Mr. Dryden, either from a fear of being rec- 
koned ſuperſtitious, or thinking it a ſcience be- 


neath his ſtudy, was extremely cautious of letting” 


any body know that he was a dealer in aſtrology ; 
therefore could not excuſe his abſence, on his 
fon's anniverſary, from a general hunting-match, 
which Lord Berkſhice had made, to which all the 
neighbouring gentlemen. were invited. When he 
went out, he took care to ſet the boy a double 
exerciſe in the Latin tongue, which he himſelf 
taught his children, with a {trift charge not to ſtir 
out of the room till his return ; well knowing the 
taſk would take up much longer time. 

Charles was performing his duty, in obed:ence 
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to his father; but as ill fate would have it, the flag 
made towards the houſe, and the noiſe alarming 
the ſervants, they haſtened out to fee the ſpurt. 

One of them took young Dryden by.the hand, and 
led him out to fee it alſo ; when, juſt as they came 
to the gate, the ſtag, being at bay with the dogs 
made a bold puſh and leaped over the court wall, 
which was very Icw and very old, and the dogs 
following, threw down part ot the well, ten yards 
in length, under which Charles Dryden lay buried. 
He was immediately dug out, and after fix weeks 
languiſhing in a dangerous way, he recovered. So 
tar was Dryden's prediction fulfilled. | 

In the 2gd year of his age, Charles fell from the 
top of an old tower belonging to the Vatican at 
Rome, occaſioned by a ſwimming in his head with 
which he was ſeized, the keat of the day being ex- 
ceſſive. He again recovered, but was ever atter in 
a languiſhing ſickly ſtate. | ; 
In the ggd year of his age, being returned to 
England, he was unhappily drowned at Windſor. 
He had, with another gentleman, ſwam twice over 
the Thames, but returning a third time, it was ſup- 

led he was taken with the cramp; becauſe he 
called out for help though too late.— Thus the 
father's calculation proved but too prophetical. 


The Hand ert hig, marked, cut, torn, and mended, 


Two of the company are requeſted to. come for- 


| ward on the ſtage, nnd a handkerchief is given 10 
them, which, they are to hold by the four corners; 
afterwards many other handkerchiefs are aſked for 


from the company, and as tbey are athered they 
are put into the firit to make a bundle. When a 


doꝛen have been heaped, the two perſons who hold 


the 
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the bundle, cauſe a third perſon to take one out by 
chance, who is deſired carefully to examine the 
marks, &c. and to cut off the corners with a pair 
of ſeiſſars; other perſons, if they chuſe, may alſo 
cut off pieces. After this, the handkerchief is en- 
tirely torn to pieces all the ſhreds are to be colle- 
fed ; which, alter being ſprinkled wth ſome drug 
are folded up and tied tight with à ribdon, to preſs 
them into a ſmall compaſs; they are put under a 
ar which is warmed by rubbing with your 
and ;—in a few minutes the handkerchiet is taken 
from under the glaſs and unfolded; the company 
recognize the marks, and the aſtoniſhed ſpectators 
cannot perceive a rent in the handkerchief, | 
This operation is performed upon a very ſimple 
principle: —=One of the company is in the confe- 
deracy; who having had two handkerchiets exactly 
alike, gave one to the confederate who is hid behind 
the ſcene, and throws the other on the ſtage to 


be uſed in the pertormance. Care is taken to put 


this handkerchiet on the topof tlie heap, although 
they are apparently mixed by chauce. The perſon to 
whom you addreſs yourſelf to take one at random, 
naturally takes the uppermoſt, and if you perceive 
that another is taken, you deſire them to mix them 
well, in order to compleat the trick, and under pre- 
tence of ſettling them, tan again change the pol'- 
tion of the confederate handkerchief, and hand the 


bundle to ſome other of the company, whoſe coun- 


tenance indicates leſs ſuſpicion, who puts his hand 
to the bundle and good-naturedly takes out the firſt. 
When the handkerchief has been torn and well- 
folded; it is put under a glaſs on a table which 
Joins to a pavilion, On the spot of the table where 
It is placed, there is a [mal] trap which opens to let 
it fall into a drawer : the coufederate hid gs >= 
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the ſcene paſſes his hand into the table tb ſubſtitute 
the ſecond inſtead of the firſt handkerchief; he 
then ſhats the trap, which ſo nicely fits the - ſpace 


it has opened, as to appear one uninterrupted! ſur- 


face, and capable of deceiving tlie eye ot the moſt 

acute in company. 141 

To make one penknife out of three jump out of a 
goblet, agreeable do the option of the company, 


Tanke a ſilver goblet, as on account of its opacity 
zt will hide the means you take te make the pen- 
knife jump out at the de ſite of the company. 


This operation cenſiſts in a {mall fpring, about 
an inch broad, by two inches and a quarter lony. 
You dre to take care to ſubject or bend this ſpring, 
with a litile bit of ſugar, which, being compieſſed 
derween the ends of the ſpring, will prevent it from 
unbending. Them ſhewing your three- penkuryes 
of different colours, aſk the vorpany which of 
them they chule to fee jump out of the | goblet. 
Put afterwards your three knives in che goblet, 
taking care to lay the end of that chelen in a liitle 
round hold that is in the upper end of the dpring 
conſined by the bit of ſugar, and before you with- 
draw your band from the goblet, which mult con- 


. tain ſome drops of water at the bottom, take a little 


of it with the tip ot your finger and put it dexte- 
rouily on the ſugar, which, by melting will leave 
che [pring at liberty to extend, and cauſe the pen» 


| knife to jump out, | 


Whillt the ſugar is melting, you may ſtand far 


_ From the goblet, and command the pen-knite to 
jump out, and this will be done (o the great aſto- 


niſhment of the company. 

We might now proceed to Electricity, one of the 
moſt wonderful diſcoveries of human nature; and 
| . to 
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to demonſtrate its great utility to the world, and 
record a number of wonderful eures performed by its 
operation upon the human ſy ſtem.— This alſo may 
be empboyed in. playing tricks, and yield no fmall 
diver ſion to a numerous allembly, However, tte 
operator of the electrical machine ould ute proper 
caution” and circumſpection, as the fhocks when 
over- violent have ſometimes been attended with ſe- 
rious conlequences: which the following little a- 
needote will anply evince. 5 1 C8 
Old Mrs. Cole, of Bandy -leg walk, being moſt 
cruelly afflicted with the rheumatiſm, the relic of 
her youth ful diforder, waited upon a certain elec. 
trical operator in. Weſtminſter, famous for his per- 
formance in that line. Can you bear a pretty hard 
ſhock, Madam ?” ſaid the profeſſor.— O yes, Sir,” 
replied the lady,“ as hard as ou pleaſe; I am migk- 
tily fond of being ſhocked.” The operator by this 
reply ſuppoſed the lady to be no ſtranger to the bu- 
{meis, and therefore-ventuvedto wind up his machine 
to an unuſual elevation; But mark the conſequence- 
the violent ſhock ovenfet the patient, and preeipita- 
ted her through the floor into an ox-· Heek thop, kept 


| P 
by Mother Kilpatrick, In her fall ſhe overſeta large 


pam of delicious viands, which ſpread all their ſavory 
ettuvia on the waiting, amazed company; ſome ok. 
whom imagined that the devil with the witch of: 
Endor were come to partake of the wholeſome, 
though humble tare of the cellar. The old lady 
appeared as bald as Sir Sam Houle uſed to be at 
an election; for her falſe wig, and high head-dreſs 
were caſt into a cauldron ol boiling. hat peaſe-{oup 
—*Arrah ! by my ſoul” —exclaimed Paddy O'Con- 
nelly, riſing from the table...“ by my ſalvation 
there is death in the potatoe pot ! So ſaying, Mrs. 
Kilpatrick, the culinary dame, ran in a great rage 


with 
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5: 3 with the fleſh-fork in her hand, and drawing out 
che head. dreſs, cried ou.“ Howl! O honey, I 


* = have nailed Old Nick upon the. fleſh-fork !“ then 
þ = clapping it upon O'Connelly's plate, vociterated— 
There, O honey, is a devilith ſweet morſal for 
your ſupper!!! 7 . Ee; | 8 
By this time the dector was arrived to the aſſiſt. 
ance of his patient, whom he tound ſo well recover- 
ed as to run to O' Connelly's plate and inateh her wig 
and head-dreſs, which, regardleſs of their changed 
 aſpe&, the replaced on her head. The cook now 
' demanded ſatisfaction for her loſs; but the doctor 
declared that ſooner than pay a farthirg he would e- 
lectrify the whole houſe about their ears. At length 
Mrs. Cole, now perfectly cured of her diſorder, ad- 
juſted the matter, by paying for the ox-cheek and 
peaſe-ſoup and treating the. company inte the bar- 
gain. | 


Several other branches of ſcience might here alſo 
be introduced, in order to inſtruct and amuſe the rea- 

der, but as we have alteady completely filled up the 
ſpace which we propoſed, we ſhall conciude our 

Book , Knowledge, conſcious. of its being the beſt 

Key ever preſented to the Public to unfold the My- 
ftertes ot Conjuration, as being equal in point ot 
U:Hiy and entertainmenn n. 
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